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Extraordinary  Session  Laws 


CHAPTER  1.— S.  B.  No.  1. 

An  Act  Providing  for  the  Creation  and  Appointment  of 
the  Montana  Council  of  Defense  and  County  Councils, 
Defining  Their  Powers  and  Duties,  Providing  a  Penalty 
for  Violations,  and  Appropriating  Money  for  Carrying 
out  the  Purposes  Thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  theState  of  Montana: 
Section  1.  There  is  hereby  created  a  Council  consisting 
of  eleven  (11)  members  to  be  known  as  the  Montana 
Council  of  Defense.  The  Governor  and  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  and  Publicity  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of 
such  Council  and  the  Governor  shall  be  Chairman  thereof, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Publicity  shall 
be  Secretary  thereof  and  the  other  members  shall  be  citi- 
zens of  the  State  and  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor. 
Not  less  than  three  members  of  said  Council  shall  be  prac- 
tical resident  farmers,  actively  engaged  in  the  production 
of  agricultural  food  stuffs.  The  members  of  the  Council 
shall  serve  without  pay,  but  may  be  allowed  necessary 
traveling  expenses  incurred  in  the  actual  performance  of 
their  duty.  All  vacancies  on  the  Montana,,  Council  of 
Defense  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  Governor. 

Section  2.  Such  Council  shall  have  power  to  adopt  by- 
laws for  its  government,  and  the  convenient  transaction 
of  its  business,  to  change  such  by-laws  from  time  to  time, 
and  to  provide  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  such 
Council  by  subordinate  officers,  agents,  sub-committees, 
county  councils  and  otherwise,  and  to  prescribe  the  duties 
of  such  subordinate  officers,  agents,,  sub-committees  and 
employes.  All  official  acts  of  the  Council  shall  require  a 
majority  vote  of  the  entire  Council. 

Section  3.  The  Chairman  of  such  Council  shall  have 
the  authority  to  appoint  three  resident  citizens  in  each 
county,  and  such  appointees  shall  constitute  a  County 
Council    of   Defense    in    the    respective    counties.      Such 
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County  Councils  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  their  respective 
counties  and  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Council  shall 
have  power  to  make  and  enforce  orders  in  their  respec- 
tive counties. 

Members  of  County  Councils  shall  not  be  paid  any 
salary  or  per  diem,  but  may  be  paid  actual  expenses  when 
traveling  on  official  business. 

Section  4.  During  the  continuance  of  a  state  of  war 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign 
nation,  such  Council  shall  have  the  power  to  do  all  acts 
and  things  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  or  laws 
of  the  State  of  Montana,  or  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  necessary  or  proper  for  the  public  safety  and  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  public  property,  or  private  property 
of  a  character  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Council  requires 
protection,  and  shall  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  things 
necessary  or  proper  so  that  the  military,  civil  and  indus- 
trial resources  of  the  State  may  be  most  efficiently  ap- 
plied toward  maintenance  of  the  defense  of  the  State  and 
Nation,  and  toward  the  successful  prosecution  of  such 
War,  and  to  that  end  it  shall  have  all  the  necessary  power 
not  herein  specifically  enumerated. 

Section  5.  Any  person  violating  or  refusing  or  failing 
to  obey  any  order  or  rule  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense 
or  any  County  Council  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by 
a  fine  not  exceeding  One  Thousand  Dollars,  or  by  impris- 
onment in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by 
both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Section  6.  Said  Council  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  council  to  co-operate  with  the  military 
and  other  officers  and  agents  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  duties  and  func- 
tions of  such  council  and  shall  aid  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  the  prosecution  of  any  such  War  and  in 
relation  to  public  safety  so  far  as  possible. 

Section  7.  For  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  full  and 
complete  co-operation,  all  associations  and  organizations 
in  this  State  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  created 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  defense  or  War  relief  or 
War  remedial  work,  be  and  the  same  are,  hereby  made 
subject  to  the  supervision,  direction  and  control  of  said 
Molilalia  Council  of  Defense.  Before  funds  shall  be  solic- 
ited or  any  financial  aid  sought  from  the  public  for  any 
patriotic  or  War  purpose  or  War  relief  (other  than  such 


— 5— 

as  are  authorized  by  the  National  Government)  the  pro- 
ponents of  such  fund  shall  first  obtain  the  written  author- 
ity of  the  Chairman  of  the  Montana  Council  of  Defense. 
If  his  decision  shall  be  adverse,  appeal  may  be  made  to 
the  Council.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this 
Section  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  con- 
viction shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  One 
Thousand  Dollars,  ($1,000.00)  or  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year,  or  both. 

Section  8.  When  peace  shall  be  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  any  and  all  foreign  nations  with  which 
the  United  States  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  at  war, 
the  Council  shall  proceed  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  close 
up  all  its  affairs,  and  upon  termination  thereof  shall  re- 
port to  the  Governor  of  its  acts  and  expenditures,  and 
the  powers  and  duties  of  such  Council  shall  terminate, 
and  cease  within  three  (3)  months  after  the  conclusion 
of  peace,  and  shall  sooner  terminate  if  the  Governor  shall 
determine  and  proclaim  that  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  such  Council  are  no  longer  necessary  for 
public  safety.  The  Governor  is  also  authorized  to  deter- 
mine, and  to  proclaim  that  it  is  necessary  to  continue 
such  Council  in  existance  for  a  longer  term  than  three 
(3)  months  after  peace  and  shall,  in  such  case,  fix  the 
period  of  the  termination  of  such  Council  by  proclama- 
tion. 

Section  9.  There  is  hereby  appropriated  from  any 
money  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  Twenty- 
five  Thousand  Dollars  to  be  immediately  available,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  same  to  be  paid  out  on  order  of  said  Council,  as  pro- 
vided in  its  by-laws.  > 

Section  10.  Be  it  further  enacted  that  all  officers,  de- 
partments, boards,  commissions,  institutions  and  agencies 
of  the  State  Government  or  any  county  or  municipality 
in  the  state  shall  co-operate  with  the  Council  and  shall 
render  it  such  aid  and  assistance  and  give  it  such  informa- 
tion as  the  Council  may  need  or  require. 

Section  11.  The  provisions  of  this  act  are  separable 
and  not  dependent  and  if  any  provision,  section,  or  part 
of  either  is  held  unconstitutional,  the  same  shall  not 
effect  any  other  part  of  this  act. 

Section  12.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval  by  the  Governor. 

Approved  February  20,  1918. 


CHAPTER  2.— S.  B.  No.  4. 

An  Act  Entitled:  "An  Act  providing  for  the  Registra- 
tion of  All  Fire  Arms  and  Weapons  and  Regulating 
the  Sale  Thereof  and  Defining  the  Duties  of  Certain 
County  Officers  and  Providing  Penalties  for  a  Viola- 
tion of  the  Provisions  of  This  Act. ' ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  Within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  and 
approval  of  this  Act,  every  person  within  the  State  of 
Montana,  who  owns  or  has  in  his  possession  any  fire  arms 
or  weapons,  shall  make  a  full,  true,  and  complete  verified 
report  upon  the  form  hereinafter  provided  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  County  in  which  such  person  lives,  of  all  fire  arms 
and  weapons  which  are  owned  or  possessed  by  him  or  her 
or  are  in  his  or  her  control,  and  on  sale  or  transfer  into 
the  possession  of  any  other  person  such  person  shall 
immediately  forward  to  the  sheriff  of  the  County  in 
which  such  person  lives  the  name  and  address  of  that 
purchaser  and  person  into  whose  possession  or  control 
such  fire  arm  or  weapon  was  delivered. 

Section  2.     Such  report  shall  be  in  the  following  form: 

County  of 

No. 

State  of  Montana 


County  of. 

,  being  first  duly  sworn 

on  oath  deposes  and  says : 

1.  That  he  is  a  citizen  of ,  and  that  his 

address  is Street,  City  or  Town  of. , 

County  of. 

2.  That  he  is  the  owner  (has  in  his  possesion  or 
control)  the  following  fire  arms  and  weapons.  Manu- 
facturer's name ,    Manufacturer's  No , 

calibre,    and    where    possible    date    and    Manufacturer's 
series. 

3.  That  he  was  born  at ,  on  the 

day  of ...,  A.  D.  18. , 

and  that  his  occupation  is.. 

4.  Description:     Height. inches,   color , 

skin ...,   eyes — hair... , 

Dated  at ,   Montana,   this day 

of 1918. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this day 

of A.  D.,  1918. 


Section  3.  Any  person  signing  a  fictitious  name  or 
address  or  giving  any  false  information  in  such  report 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  any  person  failing 
to  file  such  report  as  in  this  Act  provided,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor.  Such  report  may  be  verified  before 
any  person  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  state  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  or  before  any  sheriff,  under-sheriff,  or  deputy 
sheriff.  It  shall  be  unlawful-  for  any  person  to  purchase, 
borrow  or  otherwise  acquire  possession  of  any  firearm 
or  weapon  as  in  this  Act  defined,  from  any  person,  firm 
or  corporation  outside  of  the  State  of  Montana,  without 
first  obtaining  a  permit  from  the  sheriff  of  the  County 
in  which  such  person  lives.  And  no  sheriff  shall  give 
any  such  permit  without  first  procuring  from  such  per- 
son an  affidavit  in  substantially  the  same  form  as  herein 
provided  in  Section  2,  setting  forth  the  description  of  the 
firm  arm  or  weapon  in  Paragraph  2,  which  such  person 
desires  to  purchase.  No  permit  shall  be  given  by  the 
sheriff  until  he  is  satisfied  that  the  person  applying  for 
such  permit  is  of  good  moral  character  and  does  not 
desire  such  fire  arm  or  weapon  for  any  unlawful  pur- 
pose. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  Railroad  Company, 
Express  Company  or  Transportation  Company  to  deliver 
to  any  person  without  a  permit  from  the  sheriff  of  the 
County  within  which  such  delivery  is  made,  any  gun,  fire 
arm  or  ammunition. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  of  each  County  in  this  State  to  forthwith 
furnish  the  sheriff  of  such  County  with  sufficient  blanks 
for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

Section  5.  That  within  thirty  days  from  the  passage 
and  approval  of  this  Act,  every  person  engaged  in  the 
business  of  selling,  leasing  or  otherwise  transferring  any 
fire  arm  or  weapon;  whether  such  seller  is  a  retail  dealer, 
pawn  broker  or  otherwise,  shall  obtain  a  register  from 
the  County  Clerk,  in  which  shall  be  entered  at  the  time 
of  sale,  the  date  of  sale,  full  description  of  fire  arm  or 
weapon  sold,  name  of  purchaser,  permanent  residence, 
temporary  residence,  age,  occupation,  height,  color  of 
skin,  color  of  eyes,  color  of  hair,  and  the  signature  of 
such  purchaser.  Any  purchaser  of  a  fire  arm  or  weapon 
shall  be  required  to  sign  his  name  in  the  aforesaid  regis- 
ter in  the  space  provided  for  the  same.  Any  person  sign- 
ing a  fictitious  name  or  address  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 


demeanor.  Any  person  who  shall  fail  to  keep  a  register 
and  to  enter  therein  all  facts  required  by  this  Act  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Such  register  shall  be  open 
at  all  reasonable  hours  for  the  inspection  of  any  peace 
office. 

Section  6.  The  County  Clerk  of  each  County  shall 
forthwith  cause  to  be  printed  a  sufficient  number  of  such 
registers  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  and  shall  dispose  of  the  same  at  the  actual 
cost  thereof.  The  leaves  of  such  register  shall  be  in  dupli- 
cate and  shall  be  in  the  following  form : 

County  of - --.- '. 

No 

ORIGINAL. 

DEALERS  RECORD  OR  SALE  OF  FIRE  ARM  OR 
WEAPON. 

STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

NOTICE  TO  DEALERS:  This  original  is  for  your 
files.  If  spoiled  in  making  out  do  not  destroy;  keep  in 
book. 

Carbon  duplicate  must  be  mailed  on  the  datf  '  i:  sale 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  County.  Violation  of  th's  law  is 
a  misdemeanor.     Use  indelible  pencil. 

Sold  by ,  Salesman... ,  City  or  Town  of .... 

Description  of  fire  arm  or  weapon 

Maker ..,  number _,  calibre.. 

Name  of  purchaser ..,  age ,  permanent 

residence ,  Street,  City  or  Town  of.. , 

County  of ,  Temporary  residence 

Street.  City  or  Town  of - ,  County  of 

Height ,  feet —  inches;  occupation , 

color. skin eyes ..,   hair 

Date  of  Sale 


Witness 


Salesman. 

(signing  a  fictitious   name  or  making  false  report  is  a 
misdemeanor.) 

County  of 

No 


DUPLICATE. 

DEALERS  RECORD  OF  SALE  OF  FIRE  ARM  OR 
WEAPON. 

STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

NOTICE  TO  DEALERS :  This  carbon  duplicate  must 
be  mailed  on  the  date  of  sale  to  the  sheriff  of  the  County. 
Violation  of  this  law  is  a  misdemeanor. 

Sold  by ,  Salesman ...,  City  or  Town  of.- 

Description  of  fire  arm  or  weapon 


Maker ,  number ,  calibre 

Name  of  purchaser ....,  age ...,  permanent 

residence Street,  City  or  Town  of , 

County  of ,  temporary  residence Street, 

City  or  Town  of ,  County  of.. 

Height feet inches  ;    Occupation... , 

color ,  skin, ,  eyes ,  hair 

Date  of  sale 


Witness 


Salesman. 


Section  7.  Any  person  or  corporation  violating  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  or  any  person  or  corporation 
who  receives  by  parcel  post  or  otherwise  any  fire  arms 
or  ammunition  without  first  having  a  permit  as  in  this 
Act  provided,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
of  not  less  than  Fifty  Dollars  ($50.00)  nor  more  than 
Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500.00)  or  shall  be  imprisoned  in 
the  county  jail  for  not  less  than  ten  days^or  more  than 
six  months,  or  be  punished  by  both  such  fine  and  impris- 
onment. 

Section  8.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  a  fire  arm 
or  weapon  shall  be  deemed  to  be  any  revolver,  pistol, 
shot  gun,  rifle,  dirk,  dagger  or  sword. 

Section  9.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  10.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  20,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  3.— S.  B.  N.  5. 

An  Act  Entitled :    "An  Act  to  Amend  Section  8612  of  the 
Eevised  Codes  of  Montana,  1907,  Relating  to  Arson." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  Section  8612  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana,  1907,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as 
to  read  as  follows : 

Section  8612.  Any  house,  edifice,  structure,  vessel, 
railroad  car,  tent,  camp  wagon,  sheep  wagon,  or  other 
erection  capable  of  affording  shelter,  or  appurtenant  to 
or  connected  with  an  erection  so  adapted ;  any  house, 
edifice  or  structure  erected  or  in  course  of  erection,  used, 
intended  to  be  or  usually  used  for  hotel,  restaurant,  lodg- 
ing house,  bunk  house,  manufacturing,  agricultural,  stock 
raising,  or  housing,  storage,  merchandising,  commercial, 
mining,  smelting,  refining,  mining,  milling,  religious, 
educatonal,  scientific,  library,  charitable,  transportaton, 
industrial  or  commercial  purposes,  any  public  building, 
house,  edifice,  or  structure  owned,  used  or  occupied  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  the  State  of 
Montana,  or  by  any  county,  city,  school  district,  or  any 
municipality  within  the  State  of  Montana,  any  house, 
building,  edifice,  or  structure  owned  or  used  by  any  rail- 
road corporation  or  other  common  carrier,  or  by  any 
public  utility  corporation  or  company,  any  steam  or  other 
power  boat  or  vessel  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars  or 
more,  is  a  building  within  the  meaning  of  this  Chapter. 

Section  2.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  20,  1918. 


CHAPTER  4.— H.  B.  No.  4. 

An  Act  to  Amend  Section  Nineteen  of  Chapter  One  Hun- 
dred Seventy-three,  Acts  of  the  Fifteenth  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  Relating  to  the  Fish 
and  Game  Laws  of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  to  Enact 
Additional  Sections  to  said  Chapter  One  Hundred 
Seventy-three,  Acts  of  the  Fifteenth  Legislative  Assem- 
bly, to  be  Designated  as  Sections  Twenty-nine  A  and 
Twenty-nine  B,  Authorizing  nm\  Empowering  the  Mon- 
tana State  Fish  Commission  to  Fix  Prices  at  Which  Fish 
Caught  or  Taken  within  the  State  shall  be  Sold  within 
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the State,  and  Providing  for  the  Punishment  of  Per- 
sons  Selling  such  Fish  at  Prices  in  Excess   of  Those 
Fixed  by  the  Montana  State  Fish  Commission." 

He  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  Section  Nineteen  of  Chapter  One  Hun- 
dred Seventy-three,  Acts  of  the  Fifteenth  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

"Section  Nineteen.  That  whenever  the  term  "game 
fish"  is  used  in  this  Act,  it  shall  be  held  and  construed 
to  mean  the  following  named  varieties  of  fish,  to-wit : — 

Mountain  Trout,   (Salmo  Clarkii). 

Rainbow  Trout,    (Salmo  Irrideus). 

Eastern  Brook  Trout,   (Salvelinus  Fontinalis). 

Grayling,    (Thymallus  Montanus). 

Siteelhead  Trout,   (Salmo  Rivularia). 

Quinnat  Salmon,   (Oncorhynchus-Tachawytscha). 

Black  Bass,  (Micropterus  Salmoides). 

Dolly  Varden  Trout,   (Salvelinus  Malma). 

Lock  Levin  Trout." 

Section  2.  That  additional  sections,  numbered  Twenty- 
nine  A  and  Twenty-nine  B,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
enacted  to  read  as  follows : 

"Section  Twenty-nine  A.  No  persons  other  than  a 
bona  fide  resident  of  the  State  of  Montana  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  fish  for  food  fish  for  the  market  and  he  shall 
not  be  permitted  under  any  circumstances  to  have  in  his 
possession  at  any  time  any  species  of  game  fish.  Every 
person,  who  fishes  for  the  market,  must  first  register  with 
the  State  Game  Warden,  declaring  his  intention  to  become 
a  market  fisherman.  He  shall  make  application  to  the 
Slate  Game  Warden  at  the  time  of  his  registration  for 
permission  to  fish  for  food  fishes  for  the  market  and  in 
his  said  application,  he  shall  designate  his  residence  and 
designate  also  the  waters  from  which  said  fish  are  con- 
templated to  be  taken.  These  waters  shall  be  designated 
by  the  names  of  the  streams  or  lakes  by  which  they  are 
commonly  known  and  by  which  they  are  shown  upon  the 
official  State  map." 

"Section  Twenty-nine  B.  That  the  Montana  State 
Fish  Commission  shall  have  power  and  authority,  when- 
ever it  deems  it  necessary  so  to  do,  to  fix  the  prices  at 
which  fish  caught  or  taken  within  the  State  shall  be  sold 
within  the  State,  and  every  person  who  shall  sell  such 
fish  within  the  State  at  a  higher  price  than  the  price  so 
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fixed  by  said  Commission,  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  Twenty-five  Dol- 
lars ($25.00),  nor  more  than  Two  Hundred  Dollars, 
($200.00)." 

Section  3.  Any  person  found  guilty  of  violating  any  of 
the  provisions  of  Section  Twenty-nine  A  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  Twenty-five  ($25.00)  Dollars, 
nor  more  than  Two  Hundred  ($200.00)  Dollars. 

Section  4.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  5.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  20,  1918. 


CHAPTER  5.— II.  B.  No.  5. 

"An  Act  Legalizing  and  Validating  Bonds  Issued  by 
Counties  for  the  Purpose  of  Funding  or  Refunding  Out- 
standing Indebtedness,  Which  Bonds  Have  Been  Issued 
Without  the  Question  of  Issuing  the  Same,  or  Funding 
or  Refunding  Such  Indebtedness  Having  Been  Sub- 
mitted to  and  Approved  by  the  Electors  of  Such  Coun- 
ties." 

Be  it  enacted  by  Ike  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  all  bonds  which  have  heretofore  been 
issued  by  any  county  of  the  State  of  Montana  by  virtue 
and  under  authority  of  Section  2905  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana  of  1907,  or  of  Chapter  32,  Acts  of  the  Fourteenth 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  amend  Sections  2905,  2907  and  2908  of  the 
Revised  Codes  of  Montana  of  1907,  relating  to  the  issu- 
ance of  bonds  by  Counties",  approved  February  26,  1915, 
for  the  purpose  of  funding  or  refunding  outstanding 
indebtedness  of  such  county,  which  bonds  have  been  so 
issued  without  the  question  of  issuing  the  same,  or  the 
question  of  funding  or  refunding  such  outstanding  indebt- 
edness, having  been  first  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
the  electors  of  such  county,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
legalized  and  validated  and  declared  to  be  legal  and 
valid  and  binding  obligations  of  the  county  issuing  the 
said  bonds;  Provided,  however,  that  this  Act  shall  only 
apply  to  such  issue  or  issues  of  funding  or  refunding 
bonds,  which  at  the  time  of  the  issuance  thereof,  together 
with  other  existing  indebtedness  of  the  respective  county, 
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did  not  exceed  the  constitutional  limit  of  the  total  indebt- 
edness of  such  county. 

Section  2.  This  Aict  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  20;  1918. 


CHAPTER  6.— H.  B.  No.  6. 

"An  Act  Providing  a  Penalty  for  Manufacturing,  Com- 
pounding, Buying,  Selling,  Transporting,  or  Having 
Possession  of  any  Maxim  Silencer,  Bombs,  Nitro- 
glycerin, Powder,  or  Any  Other  Explosive  Compound, 
With  Intent  That  the  Same  Shall  be  Used  for  the  Injury 
to  or  Destruction  of  Persons  or  Property,  Providing 
That  all  Persons  Aiding,  Abetting  or  Assisting  in  the 
Same  Shall  be  Deemed  Principals,  and  Providing  That 
Possession  of  Certain  of  the  Same  Shall  be  Presumptive 
Evidence  of  Guilt." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  Any  person  who  shall  make,  manufacture, 
compound,  buy,  sell,  give  away,  offer  for  sale  or  to  give 
away,  transport  or  have  in  possession  any  Maxim  silencer, 
bomb,  nitroglycerin,  giant^  oriental  or  thunderbolt  pow- 
der, dynamite,  ballistile,  fulgarite,  detonite,  or  any  other 
explosive  compound,  or  any  inflammable  material,  or 
any  instrument  or  agency,  with  intent  that  the  same  shall 
be  used  in  this  state  or  anywhere  else  for  the  injury  or 
destruction  of  public  or  private  property,  or  the 
assassination,  murder,  injury,  or  destruction  of  any  per- 
son or  persons,  either  within  this  state  or, elsewhere,  or 
knowing  that  such  explosive  compounds  or  such  mate- 
rials, instruments  or  agencies  are  intended  to<  be  used  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  for  any  such  purpose,  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  for  not 
less  than  five  (5)  years  nor  more  than  thirty  (30)  years, 
or  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  One  Thousand  Dollars 
($1,000)  nor  more  than  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars 
($20,000.00),  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Section  2.  All  persons  aiding,  abetting,  or  in  any  man- 
ner assisting  in  the  manufacture,  compounding,  buying, 
selling,  offering  for  sale,  or  transporting  any  explosive 
compounds,  or  any  inflammable  material,  or  any  instru- 


ment  or  agency,  either  by  furnishing  material  or  ingredi- 
ents, or  soliciting  or  contributing  money  or  other  prop- 
erty with  which  to  purchase  said  materials  or  ingredients, 
or  by  assisting  by  skill  or  labor,  or  by  acting  as  agents 
for  the  principal,  or  in  any  manner  aiding  as  accessories 
before  the  fact,  knowing  that  any  of  such  explosive  com- 
pounds, or  such  materials,  instruments,  or  agencies,  are 
intended  to  be  used  by  the  principals  or  any  other  person 
or  persons  for  nny  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding section,  shall  be  deemed  principals  and  may  be 
convicted  and  punished  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the 
same  extent  as  such  principal  or  principals. 

Section  3.  The  possession  of  any  Maxim  silencer  or 
bomb  of  any  kind,  or  chemical  compounds  intended  only 
for  the  destruction  of  life  or  property,  shall  be  presump- 
tive evidence  that  the  same  are  intended  to  be  used  in  the 
destruction  of  or  injury  to  property  or  life,  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Act. 

Section  4.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  5.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  20,  1918. 


CHAPTER  7.— S.  B.  No.  2. 

An  Act  Defining  Criminal  Syndicalism,  and  the  Word 
Sabotage;  Prohibiting  the  Advocacy,  Teaching  or  Sug- 
gestion Thereof:  and  Prohibiting  the  Advocacy,  Teach- 
ing or  Suggestion  of  Crime,  Violence,  or  the  Commis- 
sion of  any  Unlawful  Act  or  Thing  as  a  Means  to 
Accomplish  Industrial  or  Political  Ends,  Change  or 
Revolution:  and  Prohibiting  Assemblages  for  the  Pur- 
pose of  Such  Advocacy,  Teachings  or  Suggestions :  De- 
claring It  Unlawful  to  Permit  the  Use  of  Any  Place, 
Building,  Rooms  or  Premises  for  Such  Assemblages  in 
Certain  Cases :  and  Providing  Penalties  for  the  Viola- 
tion Thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 
Section  1.  Criminal  syndicalism  is  hereby  defined  to 
be  the  doctrine  which  advocates  crime,  violence,  force, 
arson,  destruction  of  property,  sabotage,  or  other  unlaw- 
ful  acts   or  methods,   or  any  such   acts,   as   a   means   of 
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accomplishing  or  effecting  industrial  or  political  ends, 
or  as  a  means  of  effecting  industrial  or  political  revolu- 
tion. 

Section  2.  Sabotage  is  hereby  defined  to  be  malicious, 
felonious,  intentional  or  unlawful  damage,  injury  or  de- 
struction of  real  or  personal  property,  of  any  form  what- 
soever, of  any  employer,  or  owner,  by  his  or  her  employee 
or  employees,  or  any  employer  or  employers  or  by  any 
person  or  persons,  at  their  own  instance,  or  at  the 
instance,  request  or  instigation  of  such  employees,  em- 
ployers, or  any  other  person. 

Section  3.  Any  person  who,  by  word  of  mouth  or 
writing,  advocates,  suggests  or  teaches  the  duty,  neces- 
sity, propriety  or  expediency  of  crime,  criminal  syndi- 
calism, or  sabotage,  or  who  shall  advocate,  suggest  or 
teach  the  duty,  necessity,  propriety  or  expediency  of 
doing  any  act  of  violence,  the  destruction  of  or  damage 
to  any  property,  the  bodily  injury  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons, or  the  commission  of  any  crime  or  unlawful  act  as 
a  means  of  accomplishing  or  effecting  any  industrial  or 
political  ends,  change  or  revolution,  or  who  prints,  pub- 
lishes, edits,  issues  or  knowingly  circulates,  sells,  dis- 
tributes, or  publically  displays  any  books,  pamphlets, 
paper,  hand-bill,  poster,  document,  or  written  or  printed 
matter  in  any  form  whatsoever,  containing,  advocating, 
advising,  suggesting  or  teaching  crime,  criminal  syndi- 
calism, sabotage,  the  doing  of  any  act  of  violence,  the 
destruction  of  or  damage  to  any  property,  the  injury  to 
any  person,  or  the  commission  of  any  crime  or  unlawful 
act  as  a  means  of  accomplishing,  effecting  or  bringing 
about  any  industrial  or  political  ends,  or  change,  or  as  a 
means  of  accomplishing,  effecting  or  bringing  about  any 
industrial  or  political  revolution,  or  who  shall  openly,  or 
at  all  attempt  to  justify,  by  word  of  mouth  or  writing, 
the  commission  or  the  attempt  to  commit  sabotage,  any 
act  of  violence,  the  destruction  of  or  damage  to  any  prop- 
erty, the  injury  of  any  person  or  the  commission  of  any 
crime  or  unlawful  act,  with  the  intent  to  exemplify, 
spread,  or  teach  or  suggest  criminal  syndicalism,  or  organ- 
izes, or  helps  to  organize  or  become  a  member  of,  or  vol- 
untarily assembles  with  any  society  or  assemblage  or  per- 
sons formed  to  teach  or  advocate,  or  which  teaches,  advo- 
cates, or  suggests  the  doctrine  of  criminal  syndicalism, 
sabotage,  or  the  necessity,  propriety  or  expediency  of 
doing  any  act  of  violence  or  the  commission  of  any  crme 
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or  unlawful  act  as  a  means  of  accomplshing  or  effecting- 
any  industrial  or  political  ends,  change  or  revolution  is 
guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  State  Penitentiary  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  one  year  or  more  than  five  years, 
or  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $200.00  or  not  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Section  4.  Wherever  two  or  more  persons  assemble  or 
consort  for  the  purpose  of  advocating,  teaching  or  sug- 
gesting the  doctrine  of  criminal  syndicalism,  as  defined 
in  this  act,  or  to  advocate,  teach,  suggest  or  encourage 
sabotage,  as  defined  in  this  act,  or  the  duty,  necessity, 
propriety,  or  expediency  of  doing  any  act  of  violence, 
the  destruction  of  or  damage  to  any  property,  the  bodily 
injury  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  the  commission  of 
any  crime  or  unlawful  act  as  a  means  of  accomplishing 
or  effecting  any  industrial  or  political  ends,  change  or 
revolution,  it  is  hereby  declared  unlawful  and  every  per- 
son voluntarily  participating  therein,  by  his  presence 
aids  or  instigates,  is  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  convic- 
tion thereof  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the 
State  prison  for  not  less  than  one  year  or  more  than  five 
years,  or  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars, 
or  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  im- 
prisonment and  fine. 

Section  5.  The  owner,  lessee,  agent,  superintendent,  or 
person  in  charge  or  occupation  of  any  place,  building, 
room  or  rooms,  or  structure,  who  knowingly  permits 
therein  any  assembly  or  consort  of  persons  prohibited  by 
the  provisions  of  Section  4  of  this  act,  or  who  after  notifi- 
cation that  the  place  or  premises,  or  any  part  thereof, 
is  or  are  so  used,  permits  such  use  to  be  continued,  is 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  punishable  upon  conviction 
thereof  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not  less 
than  sixty  days  or  for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  more  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  both  such  imprisonment  and 
fine. 

Section  6.     This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  full 
force  from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 
Approved  February  21,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  8— S.  B.  No.  3. 

An  Act  Entitled:  "An  Act  to  Extend  Protection  to  the 
Civil  Rights  of  M embers  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
Establishments  of  the  United  States  Engaged  in  the 
Present  War. " 

Be  it  enacted  by  ilic  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

ARTICLE  I. 
General  Provisions. 

Sec.  1.  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  United 
States  the  more  successfully  to  prosecute  and  carry  on 
the  war  in  which  it  is  at  present  engaged,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  State  of  Montana  to  lend  full  and 
vigorous  aid  to  the  Federal  Government  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  said  war,  protection  is  hereby  extended  to  persons 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
prevent  prejudice  or  injury  to  their  civil  rights  during 
their  term  of  service,  and  to  enable  them  to  devote  their 
entire  energy  to  the  military  needs  of  the  Nation,  and  to 
this  end  the  following  provisions  are  made  for  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  legal  proceedings  and  transactions 
which  may  prejudice  the  civil  rights  of  persons  in  such 
service  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war. 

Sec.  2.  (a)  That  the  term  "persons  in  military 
service/'  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  include  the  following 
persons  and  no  others;  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  of 
the  Regular  Army,  the  Regular  Army  Reserve,  the  Offi- 
cers' Reserve  Corps,  and  the  Enlisted  Reserve  Corps;  all 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  National  Guard  and 
National  Guard  Reserve  recognized  by  the  Militia 
Bureau  of  the  War  Department;  all  forces  jaised  under 
the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  to 
increase  temporarily  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  May  eighteenth.  Nineteen 
Hundred  and  Seventeen  ;  all  officers  and  enlisted  men 
of  the  Navy,  the  Marine  Corps,  and  the  Coast  Guard;  all 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Naval  Militia,  Naval 
Reserve  force,  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  and  National  Naval 
Volunteers  recognized  by  the  Navy  Department;  all  offi- 
cers of  the  Public  Health  Service  detailed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  duty  either  with  the  Army  or 
the  Navy ;  any  of  the  personnel  of  the  Lighthouse  Service 
and  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  transferred  by  the 
President  to  the  service  and  jurisdiction  of  the  War  De- 
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partment  or  of  the  Navy  Department ;  members  of  the 
Nurse  Corps ;  field  clerks  who  have  taken  the  oath  as 
members  of  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States ;  and 
members  of  any  other  body  who  have  heretofore  or  may 
hereafter  become  a  part  of  the  military  or  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States.  The  term  "Military  service",  as 
used  in  this  definition,  shall  signify  active  service  in  any 
branch  of  service  heretofore  mentioned  or  referred  to, 
but  reserves  and  persons  on  the  retired  list  shall  not  be 
included  in  the  term  "persons  in  military  service"  until 
ordered  to  active  service.  The  term  "active  service" 
shall  include  the  period  during  which  a  person  in  mili- 
tary service  is  absent  from  duty  on  account  of  sickness, 
wounds,  leave,  or  other  lawful  cause. 

(b)  The  term  "period  of  military  service",  as  used 
in  this  act,  shall  include  the  time  between  the  following 
dates:  For  persons  in  active  service  at  the  date  of  the 
approval  of  this  act  it  shall  begin  with  the  date  of 
approval  of  this  act ;  for  persons  entering  active  service 
after  the  date  of  this  act,  with  the  date  of  entering  active 
service.  It  shall  terminate  six  months  after  the  date  of 
discharge  from  active  service,  or  six  months  after  death 
while  in  active  service,  but  in  no  case  later  than  the  date 
when  this  act  ceases  to  be  in  force. 

(c)  The  term  "person",  as  used  in  this  act,  with  ref- 
erence to  the  holder  of  any  right  alleged  to  exist  against 
a  person  in  military  service,  shall  include  individuals, 
partnerships,  corporations,  and  any  other  forms  of  busi- 
ness  association. 

(d)  The  term  "court",  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  in- 
clude any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  within  this 
slate,  whether  or  not  a  court  of  record. 

(e)  The  term  "termination  of  the  war",  as  used  in 
this  act,  shall  mean  the  termination  of  the  present  war 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  as  proclaimed  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  (a)  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
apply  to  all  persons  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  as  hereinbefore  defined,  either  residents  or  non- 
residents of  this  state,  avIio  were  inducted  into  such  serv- 
ice at  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this  act,  or  who  shall 
be  inducted  into  such  service  after  the  date  of  the  ap- 
proval of  this  act,  by  voluntary  enlistment,  draft,  or  any 
other  lawful  method  of  recruiting  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  against  whom  proceedings  are  com- 
menced in  any  court   of  the  State  of  Montana,   and  on 
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behalf  of  whom  proceedings  are  commenced  in  any  court 
of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  to  all  real  or  personal  prop- 
erty within  the  State  of  Montana,  held  or  owned  by  such 
persons,  or  in  which  such  persons  own  or  have  any  inter- 
ests, legal  or  equitable,  and  shall  be  enforced  through  the 
usual  forms  of  procedure  obtaining  in  such  courts  and 
under  such  regulations  as  may  by  them  be  prescribed. 

(b)  When  under  this  act  any  application  is  required 
to  be  made  to  a  court  in  which  no  proceeding  has  already 
been  commenced  with  respect  to  the  matter,  such  appli- 
cation may  be  made  to  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion. 

ARTICLE  II. 

General  Relief. 

Sec.  4.  (a)  That  in  any  action  or-  proceeding  com- 
menced in  any  court,  if  there  shall  be  a  default  of 
an  appearance  by  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff,  before 
entering  judgment,  shall  file  in  the  court  an  affidavit 
setting  forth  facts  showing  that  the  defendant  is  not  in 
military  service.  If  unable  to  file  such  affidavit,  plain- 
tiff shall,  in  lieu  thereof,  file  an  affidavit  setting  forth 
either  that  the  defendant  is  in  the  military  service  or 
that  plaintiff  is  not  able  to  determine  whether  or  not 
defendant  is  in  such  service.  If  an  affidavit  is  not  filed 
showing  that  the  defendant  is  not  in  the  military  service, 
no  judgment  shall  be  entered  without  first  securing  an 
order  of  court  directing  such  entry,  and  no  such  order 
shall  be  made  if  the  defendant  is  in  such  service  until 
after  the  court  shall  have  appointed  an  attorney  to  rep- 
resent defendant  and  protect  his  interest  and  the  court 
shall,  on  application,  make  such  appointment.  Unless  it 
appears  that  the  defendant  is  not  in  such  service  the  court 
may  require  as  a  condition  before  judgment  is  entered 
that  the  plaintiff  file  a  bond  approved  by  the  court  con- 
ditioned to  indemnify  the  defendant,  if  in  military  serv- 
ice, against  any  loss  or  damage  that  he  may  suffer  by 
reason  of  any  judgment,  should  the  judgment  be  there- 
after set  aside  in  whole  or  in  part.  And  the  court  may 
make  such  other  and  further  order,  or  enter  such  judg- 
ment, as  in  its  opinion  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  defendant  under  this  act. 

(b)  Any  person  who  shall  make  or  use  an  affidavit 
required  under  this  section,  knowing  it  to  be  false,  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  be  punishable  by 
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imprisonment  not  to  exceed  six  months,  or  by  a  fine  not 
to  exceed  $500.00,  or  both. 

(c)  In  any  action  or  proceeding  in  which  a  person  in 
military  service  is  a  party,  if  such  party  does  not  person- 
ally appear  therein  or  is  not  represented  by  an  authorized 
attorney,  the  court  may  appoint  an  attorney  to  represent 
him;  and  in  such  case  a  like  bond  may  be  required  and 
an  order  made  to  protect  the  rights  of  such  person.  But 
no  attorney  appointed  under  this  act  to  protect  a  person 
in  military  service  shall  have  power  to  waive  any  right  of 
the  person  for  whom  he  is  appointed,  or  bind  him  by  his 
acts. 

(d)  If  any  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in  any  action 
or  proceeding  governed  by  this  section  against  any  per- 
son in  military  service  during  the  period  of  such  service, 
or  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  and  it  appears  that  such 
person  was  prejudiced  by  reason  of  his  military  service, 
in  making  his  defense  thereto,  such  judgment,  may,  upon 
application,  made  by  such  person  or  his  legal  representa- 
tive, not  later  than  six  months  after  the  termination  of 
such  service,  be  opened  by  the  court  rendering  the  same, 
and  such  defendant  or  his  legal  representative,  let  in 
to  defend ;  provided  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the  defend- 
ant, has  a  meritorious  or  legal  defense  to  the  action,  or 
some  part  thereof.  Vacating,  setting  aside,  or  reversing 
any  judgment,  because  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  not  impair  any  right  or  title  acquired  by  any 
bonafide  purchaser,  for  value  under  such  judgment. 

Sec.  5.  That  at  any  stage  thereof  any  action  or  pro- 
ceeding commenced  in  any  court  against  a  person  in  mili- 
tary service  during  the  period  of  such  service  or  within 
sixty  days  thereafter  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court 
in  which  it  is  pending,  on  its  own  motion,  and  shall,  on 
application  to  it  by  such  person  or  some  persons  in  his 
behalf,  be  stayed  as  provided  in  this  act,  unless,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  the  ability  of  the  defendant  to  com- 
ply with  the  judgment  or  order  sought  is  not  materially 
affected  by  reason  of  his  military  service. 

Sec.  6.  That  when  an  action  for  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  any  contract  is  stayed  pursuant  to  this  act  no 
fine  or  penalty  shall  accrue  by  reason  of  failure  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  such  contract  during  the  period  of 
such  stay,  and  in  any  case  where  a  person  fails  to  perform 
any  obligation  and  a  fine  or  penalty  for  such  nonperform- 
ance is  incurred  a  court  may,  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
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just,  relieve  against  the  enforcement  of  such  fine  or  pen- 
alty if  it  shall  appear  that  the  person  who  would  suffer  by 
such  fine  or  penalty  was  in  the  military  service  when 
the  penalty  was  incurred  and  that  by  reason  of  such 
service  the  ability  of  such  person  to  pay  or  perform  was 
thereby  materially  impaired. 

Sec.  7.  That  in  any  action  or  proceeding  com- 
menced in  any  court  against  a  person  in  military  service, 
before  or  during  the  period  of  such  service,  or  within  sixty 
days  thereafter,  the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  on  its 
own  motion,  and  on  application  to  it  by  such  person  or 
some  person  on  his  behalf  shall,  unless  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court  the  ability  of  the  defendant  to  comply  with  the 
judgment  or  order  entered  or  sought  is  not  materially 
effected  by  reason  of  his  military  service : 

(a)  Stay  the  execution  of  any  judgment  or  order 
entered  against  such  person,  as  provided  in  this  act,  and 

(b)  Vacate  or  stay  any  attachment  or  garnishment 
of  property,  money  or  debts  in  the  hands  of  another, 
whether  before  or  after  judgment,  as  provided  in  this 
act. 

Sec.  8.  That  any  stay  of  any  action,  proceeding,  at- 
tachment, or  execution  ordered  by  any  court  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  may,  except  as  otherwise  provided, 
be  ordered  for  the  period  of  military  service,  and  ninety 
days  thereafter,  or  any  part  of  such  period,  and  subject 
to  such  terms  as  may  be  just,  whether  as  to  payment  in 
installments  of  such  amounts,  and  at  such  times,  as  the 
court  may  fix,  or  otherwise.  Where  the  person  in  mili- 
tary service  is  a  co-defendant  with  others,  the  plaintiff 
may,  nevertheless,  by  leave  of  court,  proceed  against  the 
others. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  period  of  military '  service,  and 
such  additional  periods  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  not  be  included  in  computing  any 
period  now  or  hereafter  to  be  limited  by  any  law  for  the 
bringing  of  any  action  by  or  against  any  person  in  mili- 
tary service,  or  by  or  against  his  heirs,  executors,  admin- 
istrators, or  assigns,  whether  such  cause  of  action  shall 
have  accrued  prior  to  or  during  the  period  of  such  service. 

ARTICLE  III. 
Rent,  Installment  Contracts,  Mortgages. 

Sec.  10.  (a)  That  no  eviction  or  distress  shall  be 
made  during  the  period  of  military  service  in  respect  of 
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any  premises  for  which  the  agreed  rent  does  not  exceed 
$50.00  per  month,  occupied  for  dwelling  purposes  by  the 
wife,  children  or  other  dependents  of  a  person  in  military 
service,  except  upon  leave  of  court  granted  upon  appli- 
cation therefor,  or  granted  in  an  action  affecting  the  right 
of  possession. 

(b)  On  any  such  application  or  in  any  such  action  the 
court  may,  in  its  discretion,  on  its  own  motion,  and  shall, 
on  application,  unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  the  abil- 
ity of  the  tenant  to  pay  the  agreed  rent  is  not  materially 
affected  by  reason  of  such  military  service,  stay  the  pro- 
ceedings for  not  longer  than  three  months  as  provided  in 
this  act,  or  it  may  make  such  other  order  as  may  be  just. 

(c)  Any  person  who  shall  knowingly  take  part  in  any 
eviction  or  distress  otherwise  than  as  provided  in  sub- 
section (a)  hereof  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall  be  punishable  by  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  six 
months,  or  by  fine  not  to  exceed  $500.00  or  both. 

(d)  The  owner,  renter,  lessor,  or  other  person  having 
the  renting  or  leasing  of  any  such  premises,  as  the  case 
may  be,  is  hereby  empowered  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  the  case  may  be, 
for  an  order  alloting  the  pay  of  a  person  in  military 
service,  in  reasonable  proportion,  to  discharge  the  rent 
of  premises  occupied  for  dwelling  purposes  by  the  wife, 
children,  or  other  dependents  of  such  person,  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  may  prescribe,  Provided,  that  assent 
to  such  application  must  be  given  in  writing  by  such 
wife,  child  or  other  dependent. 

See.  11.  (a)  That  no  person  who  has  received, 
or  whose  assignor  has  received,  under  the  contract  for 
the  purchase  of  real  or  personal  property,  or  of  lease  or 
bailment  with  a  view  to  purchase  of  such  property,  a 
deposit  or  installment  of  the  purchase  price  from  a  per- 
son or  from  the  assignor  of  a  person  who,  after  the  date 
of  payment  of  such  deposit  or  installment,  has  entered 
military  service,  shall  exercise  any  right  or  option  under 
such  contract  to  rescind  or  terminate  the  contract  or 
resume  possession  of  the  property  for  non-payment  of  any 
installment  falling  due  during  the  period  of  such  military 
service,  except  by  action  in  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction. 

(b)  Any  person  who  shall  knowingly  resume  posses- 
sion of  property  which  is  the  subject  of  this  section  other- 
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wise  than  as  provided  in  subsection  (a)  hereof  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  be  punished  by  impris- 
onment not  to  exceed  six  months,  or  by  fine  not  to  exceed 
$500.00,  or  both. 

(c)  Upon  the  hearing  of  such  action  the  court  may 
order  the  repayment  of  prior  installments  or  deposit  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  a  condition  of  terminating  the  con- 
tract and  resuming  possession  of  the  property,  or  may, 
in  its  discretion,  on  its  own  motion,  and  shall,  on  appli- 
cation to  it  by  such  person  in  military  service  or  some 
person  on  his  behalf,  order  a  stay  of  proceedings  as  pro- 
vided in  this  act  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the 
ability  of  the  defendant  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
contract  is  not  materially  affected  by  reason  of  such  serv- 
ice ;  or  it  may  make  such  other  disposition  of  the  case 
as  may  be  equitable  to  conserve  the  interests  of  all  parties. 

Sec.  12.  (a)  That  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  apply  only  to  obligations  originating  prior  to  the 
date  of  approval  of  this  act  and  secured  by  mortgage, 
trust  deed,  or  other  security  in  the  nature  of  a  mortgage 
upon  real  or  personal  property  owned  by  a  person  in 
military  service  at  the  commencement  of  the  period  of  the 
military  service  and  still  so  owned  by  him. 

(b)  In  any  proceeding  commenced  in  any  court  dur- 
ing the  period  of  military  service  to  enforce  such  obliga- 
tion arising  out  of  nonpayment  of  any  sum  thereunder 
due  or  out  of  any  other  breach  of  the  terms  thereof  occur- 
ring prior  to  or  during  the  period  of  such  service,  the 
court  may,  after  hearing,  in  its  discretion,  on  its  own 
motion,  and  shall,  on  application  to  it  by  such  person  in 
military  service  or  some  person  on  his  behalf,  unless  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court  the  ability  of  the  defendant  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  the  obligation  is  not  materially 
affected  by  reason  of  his  military  service — 

(1)  Stay  the  proceedings  as  provided  in  this  act;  or 

(2)  Make  such  other  disposition  of  the  case  as  may 
be  equitable  to  conserve  the  interests  of  all  parties. 

(c)  No  sale  under  a  power  of  sale  or  under  a  judg- 
ment entered  upon  warrant  of  attorney  to  confess  judg- 
ment contained  in  any  such  obligation  shall  be  valid  if 
made  during  the  period  of  military  service  or  within 
three  months  thereafter,  unless  upon  an  order  of  sale 
previously  granted  by  the  court  and  a  return  thereto 
made  and  approved  by  the  court. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Taxes. 

Sec.  13.  (a)  That  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  apply  when  any  taxes  or  assessments,  whether  gen- 
eral or  special,  falling;  dne  during  the  period  of  military 
service,  in  respect  of  real  property  owned  and  occupied 
for  dwelling  or  business  purposes  by  a  person  in  military 
service,  or  his  dependents  at  the  commencement  of  his 
period  of  military  service,  and  still  so  occupied  by  his 
dependents  or  employees,  are  not  paid. 

(b)  When  any  person  in  military  service,  or  any  per- 
son in  his  behalf,  shall  file  with  the  County  Treasurer,  or 
other  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  collection 
of  taxes,  or  assessments,  an  affidavit  showing  (1)  that  a 
tax  or  assessment  has  been  assessed  upon  the  property 
which  is  the  subject  of  this  section;  (2)  that  such  tax  or 
assessment  is  unpaid;  (3)  that  by  reason  of  such  military 
service  the  ability  of  such  person  to  pay  such  tax  or 
assessment  is  materially  affected,  no  sale  of  such  prop- 
erty shall  be  made  to  force  the  collection  of  such  tax  or 
assessment,  or  any  proceeding  or  action  for  such  purpose 
commenced  except  upon  leave  of  court  granted  upon  an 
application  made  therefor  by  such  County  Treasurer  or 
other  officer.  The  court  thereupon  may  stay  such  pro- 
ceedings or  such  sale,  as  provided  in  this  act,  for  a  period 
extending  not  more  than  six  months  after  the  termination 
of  the  war. 

(c)  When  by  law  such  property  may  be  sold  or  for- 
feited to  enforce  the  collection  of  such  tax  or  assessment, 
such  person  in  military  service  shall  have  the  right  to 
redeem  or  to  commence  an  action  to  redeem  such  prop- 
erty at  any  time  not  later  than  six  months  after  the 
termination  of  such  period  in  military  service,  as  herein- 
before defined,  but  in  no  case  later  than  six  months  after 
the  termination  of  the  war ;  provided,  however,  that  this 
shall  not  be  taken  to  shorten  any  period  now  or  hereafter 
established  by  the  laws  of  this  state  for  such  redemption. 

(d)  Whenever  any  tax  or  assessment  shall  not  be  paid 
when  due,  such  tax  or  assessment  due  and  unpaid  shall 
bear  interest  until  paid  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  and  no  other  penalty  or  interest  shall  be  incurred 
by  reason  of  such  nonpayment.  Any  lien  for  such  unpaid 
taxes  or  assessments  shall  also  include  such  interest 
thereon. 
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ARTICLE  V. 
Administrative  Remedies. 

Sec.  14.  That  where  in  any  proceeding  to  enforce 
a  civil  right  in  any  court  it  is  made  to  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  that  any  interest,  property  or 
contract  has  since  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this  act 
been  transferred  or  acquired  with  intent  to -delay  the  just 
enforcement  of  such  right  by  taking  advantage  of  this 
act,  the  court  shall  enter  such  judgment  or  make  such 
order  as  might  lawfully  be  entered  or  made,  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  15.  (a)  That  in  any  proceeding  under  this 
act  a  certificate  signed  by  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army,  or  by  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana, or  by  the  Chairman  of  any  Local  Draft  Board,  as 
to  persons  in  the  army  or  in  any  branch  of  the  United 
States  service  while  serving  pursuant  to  law  with  the 
army,  or  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  of 
the  Navy  Department  as  to  persons  in  the  Navy  or  in 
any  other  branch  of  the  United  States  service  while  serv- 
ing pursuant  to  law  with  the  Navy,  and  signed  by  the 
Major  General.  Commandant,  United  States  Marine 
Corps,  as  to  persons  in  the  Marine  Corps,  or  in  any  other 
branch  of  the  United  States  service  while  serving  pur- 
suant to  law  with  the  Marine  Corps,  or  signed  by  "an  offi- 
cer designated  by  any  of  them,  except  the  Chairman  of 
any  Local  Draft  Board,  respectively,  for  the  purpose, 
shall  when  produced  by  prima  facie  evidence  as  to  any 
of  the  following  facts  stated  in  such  certificate: 

That  a  person  named  has  nott  been,  or  is,  or  has  been 
in  military  service ;  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where, 
such  person  entered  military  service,  his  residence  at  that 
time,  monthly  pay  received  by  such  person  at  the  date 
of  issuing  the  certificate,  the  time  when  and  place  where 
such  person  died  in  or  was  discharged  from  such  service. 

Any  such  certificate  when  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
any  one  of  such  officers  or  by  any  person  purporting 
upon  the  face  of  the  certificate  to  have  been  so  author- 
ized, shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  its  contents  and  of 
the  authority  of  the  signer  to  issue  the  same. 

(b)  Where  a  person  in  military  service  has  been 
reported  missing,  he  shall  be  presumed  to  continue  in  the 
service  until  accounted  for,  and  no  period  herein  limited 
which  begins  or  ends  with  the  death  of  such  person  shall 
begin  or  end  until  the  death   of  such  person  is  in  fact 


—26— 

reported  to  or  found  by  the  Department  of  War  or  Navy, 
or  any  court  or  board  thereof,  or  until  such  death  is 
found  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction;  Provided, 
That  no  period  herein  limited  which  begins  or  ends  with 
the  death  of  such  person  shall  be  extended  hereby  beyond 
a  period  of  six  months  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

Sec.  16.  That  any  interlocutory  order  made  by  any 
court  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may,  upon  the 
court's  own  motion  or  otherwise,  be  revoked,  modified, 
or  extended  by  it  upon  such  notice  to  the  parties  affected 
as  it  may  require. 

Sec.  17.  The  provisions  of  this  act  are  separable 
and  not  dependent,  and  if  any  provision,  section  or  part 
of  either,  is  held  unconstitutional,  the  same  shall  not 
effect  any  other  part  of  this  act. 

Sec.  18.  That  this  act  shall  remain  in  force  until 
the  termination  of  the  war  and  for  six  months  thereafter. 

Sec.  19.  That  this  act  may  be  cited  as  the  "Mon- 
tana Civil  Rights  Emergency  Act  for  Members  of  the 
Military  and  Naval  Establishments  of  the  United  States." 

Sec.  20.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict 
herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  21.  That  this  act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval  by  the  Governor. 

Approved  February  21,  1918. 


CHAPTER  9— S.  B.  No.  6. 

An  Act  to  Amend  Section  8749  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana,  1907,  Concerning  (the  Destruction  of  or  Injury 
to  Buildings  by  the  Use  of  Explosives. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  Section  8749  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana,  1907  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as 
to  read  as  follows : 

Section  8749.  Any  person  who  shall  maliciously,  by 
the  explosion  of  gunpowder,  nitroglycerin,  dynamite  or 
any  other  explosive  substance,  blow  up,  destroy,  throw 
down,  or  injure  the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  building, 
house,  edifice,  or  structure,  whether  used  for  habitation, 
lodgement,  abode  or  shelter  of  human  beings,  or  for  any 
agricultural,  industrial,  commercial,  manufacturing,  stor- 
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age,  milling,  smelting,  refining,  transportation,  educa- 
tional, religious,  charitable,  scientific,  library  or  art  pur- 
poses, or  any  public  building  or  structure  owned  or 
occupied  by  the  State  of  Montana,  or  by  any  county, 
city  or  municipality  of  the  state,  or  school  district,  or  by 
the  United  States  government,  or  any  building,  house, 
edifice  or  structure  owned  or  used  by  any  public  utility 
or  public  utility  corporation  or  company,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  felony  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished 
by  imprisonment  in  the  state  penitentiary  for  a  term, 
where  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  code,  of  not  less 
than  one  year  and  not  for  more  than  ten  years. 

Section  2.  This  Act  shall  be  of  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  21,  1918. 


CHAPTER  10.— S.  B.  No.  7. 

An  Act  Entitled :  "An  Act  to  Amend  Section  8746  of  the 
Revised  Codes  of  Montana,  1907,  Concerning  Malicious 
Mischief  or  the  Malicious  Injury  or  Destruction  of 
Real  or  Personal  Property." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

Section  1.  Section  8746  of  the  Revised  Codes  of  Mon- 
tana, 1907,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to 
read   as  follows: 

Section  8746:  Every  person  who  maliciously  injures 
or  destroys  any  real  or  personal  property  not  his  own, 
of  the  value  of  Fifty  Dollars  or  over,  in  cases  otherwise 
than  such  as  are  specified  in  this  Code,  ^s  guilty  of  a 
felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by 
confinement  in  the  State  Penitentiary  for  a  term  of  not 
less  than  one  year  or  more  than  five  years,  and  every 
person  who  maliciously  injures  or  destroys  any  real  or 
personal  property  not  his  own  of  the  value  of  less  than 
Fifty  Dollars,  in  cases  otherwise  than  as  specified  in  this 
Code,  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Section  2.  All  Act  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  11.— H.  B.  No.  1. 

''An  Act  Defining  the  Crime  of  Sedition,  and  to  Pre- 
scribe Punishment  Therefor,  and  Declaring  This  Act 
to  be  an  Emergency  Law  Necessary  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Public  Peace  and  Safety." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  Whenever  the  United  States  shall  be  en- 
gaged in  war,  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  utter, 
print,  write  or  publish  any  disloyal,  profane,  violent,  saur- 
rilous,  contemptuous,  slurring  or  abusive  language  about 
the  form  of  government  of  the  United  States,  or  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  or  the  soldiers  or  sailors 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  uniform  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  language  calculated  to  bring  the  form  of  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  soldiers  or  sailors  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  or  the  uniform 
of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  into  contempt, 
scorn,  contumely  or  disrepute,  or  shall  utter,  print,  write 
or  publish  any  language  calculated  to  incite  or  inflame 
resistance  to  any  duly  constituted  Federal  or  State 
authority  in  connection  with  the  prosecution  of  the  War, 
or  who  shall  display  the  flag  of  any  foreign  enemy ;  or 
who  shall  by  utterance,  writing,  printing,  publication  or 
language  spoken,  urge,  incite  or  advocate  any  curtailment 
of  production  in  this  country  of  any  thing  or  things, 
product  or  products  necessary  or  essential  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  may  be 
engaged,  with  intent  by  such  curtailment  to  cripple  or 
hinder  the  United  States  in  the  prosecution  of  the  War; 
or  in  t;ime  of  war  in  which  the  United  States  shall  be 
engaged  shall  wilfully  make  or  convey  false  reports  or 
statements  with  intent  to  interfere  with  the  operation 
or  success  of  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  or  promote  the  success  of  its  enemy  or  enemies; 
or  whoever  in  time  of  war  in  which  the  United  States  shall 
be  engaged  shall  wilfully  cause,  or  attempt  to  cause,  dis- 
affection in  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  or  who  shall  by  uttering,  printing,  writing,  pub- 
lication, language  spoken,  or  by  any  act  or  acts,  interfere 
with,  obstruct,  or  attempt  to  obstruct,  the  operation  of 
the  national  selective  draft  law  or  the  recruiting  or 
enlistment  service  of  the  United  States  to  the  injury  of 
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the  military  or  naval  service  thereof  shall  be  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  sedition. 

Section  2.  Every  person  found  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
sedition  shall  be  punished  for  each  offense  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  $200.00  nor  more  than  $20,000.00,  or  by 
imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison  for  not  less  than  one 
year  nor  more  than  twenty  years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and 
imprisonment,  In  the  event  of  a  fine  imposed  for  viola- 
tion of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  not  paid,  the 
guilty  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  represented 
by  credit  of  $2.00  per  day  until  the  amount  of  the  fine 
is  fully  paid. 

Section  3.  This  Act  is  hereby  declared  to  be  an  emer- 
gency law  and  a  law  necessary  for  the  immediate  preser- 
vation of  the  public  peace  and  safety. 

Section  4.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 


CHAPTER  12.— H.  B.  No.  6. 

"An  Act  to  Amend  Section  8875  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana  of  1907,  Relating  to  the  Use  of  any  Flag  of 
the  United  States  of  America  for  Advertising  Purposes, 
and  Aspersing  or  Desecrating  any  Such  Emblem." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 
Section  1.     That  Section  8875  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana  of  1907  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  8875.  Desecration  of  Flag.  That  any  per- 
son who  in  any  manner  for  exhibition  or,  display,  shall 
place  or  cause  to  be  placed  any  word,  figure,  mark,  pic- 
ture, design,  drawing,  or  any  advertisement  of  any  nature 
upon  any  flag,  standard,  color,  or  ensign  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  shall  expose,  or  cause  to  be  exposed 
to  public  view  any  such  flag,  standard,  color  or  ensign 
upon  which  shall  be  printed,  painted,  or  otherwise  placed, 
or  to  which  shall  be  attached,  appended,  affixed,  or  an- 
nexed, any  word,  figure,  mark,  picture,  design,  or  draw- 
ing, or  any  advertisement  of  any  nature,  or  who  shall 
expose  to  public  view,  manufacture,  sell,  expose  for  sale, 
give  away,  or  have  in  possession  for  sale,  or  to  give  away 
or  for  use  for  any  purpose,  any  article  or  substance,  being 
any  article  of  merchandise  or  receptacle  of  merchandise, 
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upon  which  shall  have  been  printed,  painted,  attached,  or 
otherwise  placed,  a  representation  of  any  such  flag,  stand- 
ard, color,  or  ensign  to  advertise,  call  attention  to,  decor- 
ate, mark,  or  distinguish  the  article  or  substance  on  which 
so  placed,  or  who  shall  publicly  mutilate,  defile,  or  defy, 
trample  upon,  or  cast  contempt  upon,  either  by  words  or 
acts,  upon  any  such  flag,  standard,  color  or  ensign,  shall 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  a  term  in  the  State  peni- 
tentiary not  exceeding  five  years,  and  in  addition,  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00) 

Section  2.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 


CHAPTER  13.— H.  B.  No.  9. 

"An  Act  to  Prohibit  the  Negligent  and  Careless  Setting 
of  Fires  on  Lands  Owned  by  One,  or  Occupied  by  Him, 
by  Which  the  property  of  Another  shall  be  Endangered 
or  Damaged,  and  Fixing  the  Punishment  Therefor." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  Every  person  who  shall  negligently  or  care- 
lessly set  on  fire,  or  cause  to  be  set  on  fire  any  woods, 
timber,  prairie,  or  other  combustible  material,  whether  on 
his  own  land  or  not,  by  means  whereby  the  property  of 
another  shall  be  endangered,  or  who  shall  negligently 
suffer  any  fire  upon  his  own  lands,  or  lands  occupied  by 
him,  to  extend  beyond  the  limits  thereof,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  is  punishable  by  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  One  Hundred  Dollars,  nor  more  than  Five  Hundred 
Dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not 
less  than  one  month,  nor  more  than  six  months,  or  by 
both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Section  2.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  14.— H.  B.  No.  11. 

''An  Act  Providing  That  Taxes  Upon  Property  Owned 
by  Persons  in  the  Active  Military  or  Naval  Service  of 
the  United  States  Shall  be  Held  in  Abeyance  Until  the 
Expiration  of  One  Year  After  the  Cessation  of  Hostili- 
ties or  Discharge  from  Military  or  Naval  Service. ' ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana; 

Section  1.  All  taxes,  whether  on  real  or  personal  prop- 
erty now  due  or  hereafter  to  become  due  on  property 
owned  by  any  citizen  of  the  State  of  Montana  in  the 
active  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  held  iii  abeyance  and  no  proceedings  taken  for  the 
collection  thereof  and  no  penalties  or  interests  shall  be 
added  thereto  until  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  one 
year  from  and  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  or  dis- 
charge from  Military  or  Naval  Service. 

Section  2.  To  obtain  the  benefits  of  this  Act,  it  shall 
be  necessary  for  some  person  on  behalf  of  such  person  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  to  file  with  the  Treasurer 
of  the  proper  county  an  affidavit  to  the  effect  that  the 
person  against  whom  such  taxes  are  charged  is  in  such 
active  military  or  naval  service  which  affidavit  must  be 
filed  at  or  before  the  time  when  such  taxes  would  become 
delinquent,  and  upon  the  filing  thereof  the  Treasurer 
shall  make  a  notation  upon  his  records  to  the  effect  that 
the  collection  of  such  taxes  is  suspended  on  account  of 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  such  tax  payer.  But 
nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
such  County  Treasurer  from  receiving  payment  of  any 
such  taxes  whenever  offered. 

Section  3.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  4.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 


CHAPTER  15.— H.  B.  No.  13. 

An  Act  to  Amend  Sections  One  and  Two  of  Chapter 
Twenty-three  of  the  Session  Laws  of  the  Fourteenth 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  Relating 
to  a  Lien  Upon  Growing  Crops  and  Grains  Threshed 
Therefrom   for  the   Purchase   Price    of   the   Seed   and 
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Grain  Purchased  for  the  Production  or  Cultivation  of 
Such  Crop  and  to  Add  Thereto  an  Additional  Section 
to  be  Known  as  Section  Four  Thereof." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  Chapter  23  of  the  Session  Laws  of 
the  Fourteenth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

"Section  1.  Any  person,  company,  association  or  cor- 
poration who  shall  furnish  to  another,  seed  to  be  sown 
or  planted,  or  funds  or  means  with  which  to  purchase 
such  seed  to  be  sown  or  planted  or  to  be  used  in  the  pro- 
duction or  cultivation  of  a  crop  or  crops  on  the  lands 
owned  or  contracted  to  be  purchased,  used,  leased,  occu- 
pied or  rented  by  him,  or  held  under  government  entry, 
shall  upon  filing  the  statement  provided  for  in  the  next 
section,  have  a  lien  not  exceeding  the  purchase  price  of 
seven  hundred  bushels  upon  the  crop  produced  from  the 
seed  or  grain  so  furnished,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  upon 
the  seed  or  grain  threshed  from  such  crop,  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  amount  or  the  value  of  the  seed  or  grain 
so  furnished,  or  the  funds  or  means  advanced  to  purchase 
the  same." 

Section  2.  Any  person  who  is  entitled  to  a  lien  under 
this  Act  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  the  seed  or  grain 
is  furnished,  or  the  funds,  means  or  moneys  advanced 
therefor,  file  in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk  and 
Recorder  of  the  county  in  which  such  seed  or  grain  is  to 
be  planted  or  used,  a  statement  in  writing,  verified  under 
oath,  the  kind  and  quantity  of  the  seed  or  grain  furnished, 
its  value,  or  the  amount  of  the  funds  or  money  advanced 
to  pay  therefor,  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  furnished  and  a  description  of  the  land  and  of 
each  tract  of  land  upon  which  the  same  is  to  be  or  has 
been  planted,  or  sown,  or  used  in  the  production  of  a 
crop  or  crops.  Unless  the  person  entitled  to  such  lien 
shall  file  such  statement  within  the  time  aforesaid,  he 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  waived  the  right  thereto. 

Section  3.  The  lien  provided  by  this  act,  shall,  as  to 
the  crop  covered  thereby  have  priority  over  all  other 
liens  and  incumbrances  thereon. 

Section  4.  Whenever  the  indebtedness,  which  is  a  lien 
upon  such  grain  or  other  crops  is  paid  and  satisfied,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  lienor  to  acknowledge  satisfaction 
thereof  as  in  the  case  as  a  Chattel  Mortgage  and  to  dis- 
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charge  the  said  lieu  of  record;  and  if  any  lienor  fails  to 
acknowledge  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  said  lien  as 
aforesaid,  he  is  liable  to  any  person  injured  thereby  in 
the  amount  of  such  injury  and  the  costs  of  the  action. 

Section  5.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  6.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 


CHAPTER  16.— H.  B.  No.  14. 

"An  Act  Appropriating  Money  for  Farmers'  Institutes, 
Farmers'  Extension  Work,  and  Bureau  of  Agriculture 
and  Publicity,  for  the  Period  Beginning  March  1st, 
1918,  and  Ending  February  28th,  1919." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much^thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appro- 
priated out  of  any  money  in  the  State  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  in  order  to  reimburse  funds  from  which 
extraordinary  expenditures  have  been  made  to  promote 
agricultural  production  under  the  direction  of  the  State 
Council  of  Defense,  for  the  objects  and  purposes  herein- 
after expressed,  for  the  period  beginning  March  1st,  1918, 
and  ending  February  28th,  1919 : 

For  Farmers'  Institutes,  in  addition  to  amounts  hereto- 
fore appropriated,  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  fifteen 
dollars. 

For  Farmers'  Extension  work  in  cooperation  with  the 
Federal  Government  under  the  Smith-Lever  Act,  and 
other  Acts  of  Congress  relating  to  such  work,  in  addition 
to  amounts  heretofore  appropriated,  eleven  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-six  dollars. 

For  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture  and  Publicity  for  pub- 
licity purposes,  including  publishing  and  distributing 
literature,  advertising,  office,  traveling  and  other  ex- 
penses, in  addition  to  amounts  heretofore  appropriated, 
four  hundred  ninety  dollars. 

Section  2.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and   after  its  passage   and   approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  17.— II.  B.  No.  16. 

"An  Act  to  Amend  Section  1  of  Chapter  169  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Fifteenth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Montana  entitled:  'An  Act  to  Create  a  State  Board  of 
Hail  Insurance  ;  Defining  the  Duties  and  Powers  of  Said 
Board,  and  of  Public  Officers  in  Connection  Therewith ; 
Providing  for  the  Levy  and  Collection  of  Taxes  on  All 
Lands  Subject  to  Injury  or  Destruction  by  Hail  of  All 
Taxpayers  Who  May  Elect  to  Become  Subject  to  the 
Provisions  of  This  Act ;  Providing  for  a  Hail  Insurance 
Fund ;  Providing  for  the  Appointment  of  Appraisers, 
the  Appraisal  and  Adjustment  of  Losses,  and  the  Set- 
tlement Therefor;  and  Repealing  All  Acts  Which  May 
in  Any  Way  Conflict  With  This  Act. '  Approved  March 
14,  1917." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  That  Section  1  of  Chapter  169  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Fifteenth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Montana  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  "There 
is  hereby  created  a  State  Board  of  Hail  Insurance  of  five 
members  consisting  of  the  State  Auditor  and  ex-officio 
Commissioner  of  Insurance,  the  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Publicity  who  will  be  Secretary  of  the  said 
Board,  and  three  other  members  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  from  names  submitted  therefor  by  the  duly  or- 
ganized Farmers'  societies  having  a  general  membership 
throughout  the  State.  The  Governor  shall  designate  one 
of  such  appointive  members  to  serve  for  three  years  and 
to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Board,  one  to  serve  for  the  term 
of  two  years  and  one  to  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year. 
After  the  first  appointments  each  appointive  member  of 
the  Board  shall  be  appointed  for  three  years;  subject  to 
removal  by  the  Governor  for  cause.  The  said  Board  shall 
hold  meetings  when  necessary  and  essential  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  its  business,  at  the  State  Capitol  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  and  is  hereby  authorized,  directed  and 
empowered  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  it  may 
from  time  to  time  find  practicable,  necessary  and  bene- 
ficial for  the  conduct  of  the  department  of  Hail  Insurance 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  it  shall  have 
full  charge  of  said  department  as  herein  provided  for; 
it  shall  prepare  blank  forms  for  all  purposes  necessary, 
proper  and  incidental  to  the  effective  operation  and  en- 
forcement of  this  Act,  and  furnish  such  forms  to  all  pub- 
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lic  officers  respectively  charged  with  the  performance  of 
any  official  duty  in  connection  therewith.  It  shall  pre- 
pare a  special  form  outlining  the  purposes,  scope  and 
benefits  of  this  Act  in  furnishing  protection  against  loss 
by  hail  at  the  actual  cost  of  the  risk  to  all  tax  payers 
who  may  elect  to  become  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  such  form  to  be  submitted  by  the  County  Assessor 
of  each  county  at  the  time  in  which  the  regular  assess- 
ments of  property  are  by  such  Assessors  made,  to  each 
farmer  in  each  county  in  the  State  engaged  in  the  grow- 
ing of  crops  subject  to  injury  or  destruction  by  hail,  on 
which  forms  each  such  farmer  taxpayer  shall  signify 
whether  he  desires  to  become  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  or  not.  Every  such  farmer  taxpayer  who  sig- 
nifies his  desire  to  become  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  shall  file  in  the  office  of  the  County  Assessor 
the  blanks  above  referred  to,  properly  filled  out,  not 
later  than  June  20th,  and  shall  be  chargeable  with  the 
tax  on  lands  growing  crops  subject  to  injury  or  destruc- 
tion by  hail  hereinafter  provided  for,  and  shall  share  in 
the  protection  and  benefits  under  the  hail  insurance  pro- 
visions of  this  Act. 

Section  2.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  here- 
with are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 


CHAPTER  18.— H.  B.  No.  17. 

An  Act  to  Provide  a  Method  of  Voting  at  any  General 
Election  Held  Within  the  State  of  Montana  by  Duly 
Qualified  and  Registered  Electors  Absent  from  the 
County  Within  Which  Such  Electors  Reside,  and  who 
are  in  the  Actual  Military  Service  of  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana, or  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  in  the 
Actual  Service  of  the  National  Red  Cross  Association, 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association,  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus, or  any  Similar  Organization  Auxiliary  to  the  Army 
and  Navy  and  Recognized  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  Providing  Penalties  for  the  Viola- 
tion of  the  Provisions  of  This  Act:" 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1,  Any  qualified  duly  registered  elector  of 
this  State,  who  is  absent  from  the  State  of  Montana  and 
the  County  of  which  he  is  an  elector  on  the  date  of  hold- 
ing any  general  election,  and  who  is  in  the  actual  Military 
service  of  the  State  of  Montana  or  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  thereof,  or  who  is  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  National  Red  Cross  or  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  or  the  Young  AVomen's  Christian 
Association  or  the  Knights  of  Columbus  or  any  similar 
organization  auxiliary  to  the  army  and  Navy,  and  recog- 
nized by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  as  fully  as  if  he  were  present  at  his  place 
of  residence  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  2.  Within  thirty  clays  after  the  approval  of 
this  Act,  and  each  thirty  days  following,  and  thereafter 
not  later  than  five  days  after  the  General  primary  election 
held  preceding  the  General  Election,  the  County  Clerk  of 
each  and  every  county  within  the  State  of  Montana  shall 
make  out  and  forward  by  registered  mail  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  and  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of 
Montana  a  separate  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  who 
are  qualified  registered  electors  known  to  him  to  be  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  State  of 
Montana  or  of  the  United -States  of  America  or  any  of 
the  organizations  mentioned  in  Section  1  of  this  Act,  and 
also  the  names  of  all  persons  proven  to  him  to  be  so  en- 
gaged by  the  affidavit  of  two  qualified  electors  residing 
within  the  County. 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  prepare  and  make  a  general  register  on  cards  by 
counties,  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  names  of  the 
voters  of  this  State  absent  from  their  respective  counties 
in  time  of  War  in  the  actual  Military  service  of  the  State 
of  Montana,  or  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  in 
the  actual  service  of  any  of  the  organizations  named  in 
Section  1  of  this  Act,  from  the  Lists  of  names  so  certified 
to  the  said  Secretary  of  State  by  the  County  Clerks  of 
the  several  counties  of  the  State  of  Montana.  Said  cards 
in  each  county  shall  be  arranged  in  alphabetical  order 
of  the  names  of  the  voters;  and  shall  contain  the  name 
and  residence  and  precinct  of  each  such  voter  and  the 
name  of  the  county  and  city  or  town  in  which  he  resides, 
and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  without  prejudice  to  the 
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military  purposes  of  the  Federal  Government  of  the  place 
or  post  of  duty  at  which  such  elector  is  stationed. 

It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Montana  to 
secure  the  necessary  information  to  complete  such  general 
register  from  the  appropriate  Naval  and  Military  authori- 
ties or  from  the  most  accessible  source  from  which  said 
information  can  be  obtained.  The  Secretary  of  State 
shall  furnish  proper  blanks  to  the  several  county  clerks 
and  to  the  Adjutant  General  for  such  purpose  and  such 
general  register  shall  be  a  public  record  and  shall  at  all 
reasonable  times  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  voter  in 
this  State. 

It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  every  public  officer  and 
every  citizen  to  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  State  such 
information  as  he  may  possess  relating  to  such  absent 
voter,  and  any  person  who  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  or  who 
furnishes  false  information  in  reference  to  such  absent 
voters,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony  and  shall  upon 
conviction  thereof  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the 
State  Prison  for  not  less  than  one  year  or  more  than 
three    years. 

Section  4.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  immediately  and  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  canvass  of  the  returns  for  State  offices  shall 
have  been  completed  of  any  general  primary  election,  to 
transmit  by  telegram  to  each  of  the  several  County  Clerks 
of  the  State  of  Montana  the  names  of  any  and  all  candi- 
dates of  each  and  every  political  party  which  may  be 
entitled  to  be  printed  on  the  official  ballot  for  the  general 
election  to  be  held  within  the  State  of  Montana. 

Section  5.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  County 
Clerks  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State  of  Morirana  to 
have  prepared  and  printed  the  official  ballot  to  be  used 
at  the  general  election  not  more  than  ten  days  after  the 
canvass  and  return  of  the  general  primary  election  and 
the  receipt  by  him  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
names  of  persons  to  be  printed  on  the  official  ballots  to 
be  used  in  said  general  election. 

Section  6.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  within  ten  days  after  a  general  primary  election 
to  notify  the  County  Clerks  of  the  several  Counties  of 
the  State  of  Montana,  the  number  of  absent  voters  as 
shown  by  the  register  in  this  Act  provided  for,  in  each 
of  the  several  counties.  The  County  Clerk  of  each  county 
shall  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  State  one  official  bal- 
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lot  for  each  of  said  persons  so  absent  from  the  county 
in  which  he  resides,  and  which  said  official  ballot  shall 
bear  endorsed  in  the  proper  place  as  provided  by  Law 
the  stamp  showing  that  said  ballot  is  an  official  ballot 
and  shall  have  stamped  across  the  face  thereof  the  words, 
"Ballot  of  absent  voter  engaged  in  Military  Service", 
The  County  Clerk  of  each  county  shall  not  later  than  ten 
days  after  he  shall  have  been  notified  of  the  result  of  the 
general  primary  election  held  preceding  the  general  elec- 
tion, send  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  registered  mail 
postage  prepaid,  one  official  ballot,  or  if  there  be  more 
than  one  ballot  to  be  voted  by  the  elector  of  such  county, 
one  of  each  kind,  for  each  of  said  voters. 

Section  7.  The  County  Clerk  of  each  County  shall 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  printed  a  sufficient  number  of 
official  envelopes  to  be  used  for  voters  absent  from  their 
counties  as  shown  by  the  general  register  herein  provided 
for.  Upon  one  side  of  said  envelope  shall  be  printed  in 
substantially  in  the  following  form,  the  following : 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 
Helena, 


s  § 

oi    o    c6 

fc  o  q 


Mont. 


Upon  the  other  side  of  such  envelope  shall  be  printed 
the  following : 

OATH  OP  ELECTOR, 

I  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  that  I  am  a  citizen  of 

the  United  States  and  am  now  of  the  age  of years 

and  that  I  am  a  resident  of  the  County  of 

State  of  Montana,  and  was  such  resident  at  the  time  wi 
my  entry  in  the  Military  service  of  the  United  States  and 
am  entitled  to  vote  in  such  County  at  the  general  eic.'tion 
to  be  held  in  the  State  of  Montana  on  the  5th  day  of 
November,  1918.     That  I  am  at  the  present  time  engaged 

in  the  actual  service  of  the - 

(here  insert  the  branch  of  servicr  engaged  in) 
and  absent  from  the  State  of  Montana  by  reason  of  such 
service  and  that  I  will  have  no  opportunity  to  vote  in 
person   on  that   date ;   and   that  I  have   not  received   or 
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offered,  do  not  expect  to  receive,  have  not  paid,  offered 
or  promised  to  pay,  contributed,  offered  or  promised  to 
contribute  to  another,  to  be  paid  or  used  in  money  or 
other  valuable  thing  as  compensation  or  reward  for  the 
giving  or  with-holding  of  a  vote  at  this  election  and  have 
not  made  any  promise  to  influence  the  giving  or  with- 
holding of  any  such  vote,  and  that  I  have  not  made  or 
become  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  bet  or 
wager  depending  upon  the  result  of  this  election. 


Signature  of  Elector. 
I,  the  undersigned  do  hereby  certify  that  the  affiant 
whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  affidavit  was 
sworn  to  by  and  before  me  and  that  said  affiant  exhib- 
ited to  me  the  enclosed  ballot  (or  ballots)  for  inspection 
before  marking  and  that  the  same  was  (or  were)  then 
unmarked,  and  that  he  then,  in  the  presence  of  myself 
and  in  the  presence  of  no  other  person  and  in  such 
manner  that  I  could  not  see  his  vote,  marked  said  ballot 
or  ballots ;  and  enclosed  and  sealed  the  same  in  this 
envelope;  that  the  affiant  was  not  solicited  or  advised 
by  me  to  vote  for  or  against  any  candidate  or  measure. 


Section  8.  Any  such  voter  shall  sign  the  oath  and 
statement  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section  before  a 
person  authorized  to  administer  an  oath  as  in  this  Act 
provided,  and  may  do  so  at  any  place  in  which  the  elector 
may  be  present  and  such  elector  shall  thereupon  in  the 
presence  of  such  person  authorized  to  administer  an  oath 
and  no  other  person,  mark  such  ballot  Or  ballots  in  such 
manner  that  such  person  cannot  see  the  vote  on  such 
ballot  or  ballots,  which  shall  thereupon  in  the  presence 
of  such  person  be  folded  by  the  voter  so  the  ballot  will 
be  separate  so  as  to  seal  the  vote,  and  shall  be,  in  the 
presence  of  such  person,  placed  in  said  envelope  without 
detaching  any  stub  or  stubs  and  the  said  envelope  secure- 
ly sealed.  The  person  before  whom  such  envelope  is 
sealed  shall  append  his  signature  and  title  at  the  end 
of  the  certificate  herein  provided,  said  envelope  shall  be 
mailed  by  such  absent  voter,  postage  prepaid  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  Montana. 

Section  9.  Every  elector  authorized  by  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  may  cast  his  ballot  at  any  time  before  six 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  day  on  which  said  general  election 
will  be  held. 
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Section  10.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  within  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  official  ballots  and 
envelopes,  as  provided  for  in  this  Act  from  the  several 
county  clerks,  cause  the  official  ballot  or  ballots  and 
envelopes  so  received,  to  be  enclosed  in  a  separate  en- 
velope and  addressed  to  the  qualified  elector  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Montana 
who  shall  cause  to  be  deposited  in  the  United  States  Man 
such  ballot  addressed  to  such  qualified  electors,  ro  be  for- 
warded to  them  through  such  channels  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  have  been  directed  by  the  Military  authorities 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  by  such 
means  as  shall  in  the  judgment  of  the  Adjutant  General 
of  the  State  of  Montana  be  best  suited  to  secure  their 
safe  and  timely  delivery  for  the  use  of  the  voters. 

Section  11.  Upon  receipt  of  the  envelope  containing 
the  ballot  of  any  elector  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  he 
shall,  if  the  same  be  received  by  him  five  days  before  the 
date  of  the  General  Election,  forward  the  same  unopened 
in  a  large  envelope  by  registered  mail  to  the  County 
Clerk  of  the  County  in  which  such  elector  resides  and 
the  County  Clerk  of  the  County  in  which  such  elector 
resides  shall  forthwith  enclose  the  same  unopened  in  a 
larger  envelope  which  shall  be  securely  sealed  and  en- 
dorsed with  the  name  of  the  proper  voting  precinct,  the 
name  and  official  title  of  such  clerk  and  the  Avords  "this 
envelope  contains  an  absent  voter  ballot  and  must  be 
opened  only  on  election  day  and  at  the  polls  when  the 
same  are  opened",  and  such  clerk  shall  safely  keep  the 
same  in  his  office  until  same  is  delivered  or  mailed  by 
him  to  the  judges  of  election  of  the  precinct  in  which 
such  absent  voter  resides,  as  provided  by  this  Law. 

Section  12.  If  the  envelope  containing  the  vote  of  an 
absent  voter  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or 
after  five  days  preceding  the  day  of  General  Election, 
and  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  December  following 
the  general  election,  such  envelope  containing  the  ballot 
of  such  absent  voter  shall  by  said  Secretary  of  State 
unopened  be  deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer,  who 
shall  retain  the  envelopes  containing  such  ballots  until 
fhe  first  Monday  in  December,  succeeding  the  General 
Election.  On  the  first  Monday  of  December,  the  State 
Canvassing  Board  shall  convene  at  the  State  Capitol  and 
shall  in  public,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  noon  it>en 
the  envelopes  and  packages  so  received  and  proceed  to 
canvass  said  vote  for  all  persons  or  measures  voted  for 
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in  the  manner  provided  by  Law.  The  State  Board  of 
Canvassers  shall  cause  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  the  county  clerks  of  each  county  a  com- 
plete statement  of  the  votes  cast  for  each  person  as  shown 
by  the  canvass  of  said  vote,  and  the  vote  so  received  by 
each  candidate  shall  be  added  to  the  total  vote  received 
by  said  person,  as  shown  by  the  County  Board  of  Can- 
vassers, or.  the  State  Board  of  Canvassers. 

Section  13.  If  the  envelope  containing  the  vote  of  an 
absent  voter  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  after 
the  first  Monday  in  December  following  the  general  elec- 
tion, and  on  or  before  the  fourth  Monday  in  December 
following  the  general  election,  such  envelope  containing 
the  ballot  of  such  absent  voter  shall  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  unopened  be  deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer, 
who  shall  retain  the  envelopes  containing  such  ballots 
until  the  fourth  Monday  in  December  succeeding  the  gen-, 
eral  election.  On  the  fourth  Monday  of  December  follow- 
ing the  general  election,  the  State  Canvassing  Board  shall 
convene  at  the  State  Capitol  and  shall  in  public  at  the 
hour  of  twelve  o'clock  noon  open  the  envelope  and  pack- 
ages so  received  and  proceed  to  canvass  said  vote  for  all 
persons  or  measures  voted  for  in  the  manner  provided  for 
by  Law.  The  State  Board  of  Canvassers  shall  cause  to 
be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  County 
Clerks  of  each  County  a  complete  statement  of  the  votes 
cast  for  each  person  as  shown  by  the  canvassing  of  said 
vote  and  the  vote  so  received  by  each  candidate  shall  be 
added  to  the  total  vote  received  by  said  person  as  shown 
by  the  prior  official  canvass.  At  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Canvassing  Board  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  fol- 
lowing the  general  election  and  on  the  fourth  Monday  in 
December  following  the  general  election,  the  State  Can- 
vassing Board  shall  proceed  to  canvass  such  statements 
and  returns  of  the  absent  voters'  ballots  herein  provided 
for  and  shall  from  such  statements  and  returns,  together 
with  the  statements  and  returns  theretofore  made  of  such 
election,  make  new  and  separate  statements  of  the  votes 
cast  in  each  County  or  any  part  thereof  as  shown  by  the 
canvass  of  such  vote  and  shall  complete  their  canvass  and 
make  the  statements  provided  for  in  this  Act,  and  they 
shall  not  until  the  fourth  Monday  in  December  following 
the  general  election  finally  determine  the  result  of  the 
election,  but  nothing  herein  shall  prevent  any  County 
Board  of  Canvassers  or  State  Board  of  Canvassers  from 
proceeding  as  provided  by  law  except  as  to  such  final 
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determination.  Such  meeting  or  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
County  Canvassers  or  State  Canvassers  shall  be  deemed 
a  continuation  of  its  regular  session. 

Section  14.  The  County  Board  of  Canvassers  of  each 
County  of  the  State  shall  convene  at  the  County  Seat 
of  their  respective  Counties  on  the  last  day  of  December 
or  as  soon  as  the  final  returns  shall  have  been  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  not  later  than  the  Satur- 
day preceding  the  first  Monday  in  January  following  the 
general  election  and  shall  from  the  returns  theretofore 
canvassed  by  them,  together  with  such  statements  and 
returns  as  shall  have  been  received  from  and  certified 
to  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Montana  make  new  and 
separate  statements  of  the  votes  cast  in  such  County  or 
any  part  thereof  and  shall  complete  their  canvass  and 
make  the  final  statements  provided  for  by  law,  and  they 
shall  not  until  such  meeting  finally  determine  the  result 
of  the  election,  but  nothing  herein  shall  prevent  the 
County  Board  of  Canvassers  from  proceeding  as  provided 
by  law  for  canvassing  the  returns  of  such  election,  except 
as  to  final  determination.  Such  meeting  or  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  County  Canvassers  shall  be  deemed  a  con- 
tinuation of  its  regular  session. 

Section  15.  The  County  Board  of  Canvassers  and  the 
State  Board  of  Canvassers  shall  each  in  the  determination 
of  the  number  of  votes  received  by  any  person  for  any 
office,  add  the  total  number  of  votes  received  by  such 
person  at  the  general  election  and  canvassed  by  said 
Boards  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,  the  number  of 
votes  received  by  any  such  person  as  canvassed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Canvassers  and  the  total  number  of  votes 
so  received  by  any  person  as  a  candidate  for  any  office 
of  the  State  of  Montana,  shall  be  the  number  of  votes 
declared  and  determined  by  the  County  Board  of  Can- 
vassers or  the  State  Board  of  Canvassers,  and  they  shall 
thereupon  declare  such  person  elected  as  shown  by  such 
vote  and  shall  order  issued  thereto  certificates  of  election. 

Section  16.  No  statement  of  returns  or  any  ballot  of 
an  absent  voter,  as  provided  in  this  Act  which  shall  not 
have  been  made  or  canvassed  prior  to  or  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  December  succeeding  the  general  election, 
shall  be  canvassed  or  affect  the  result  of  such  an  election ; 
and  no  return  or  statement  not  received  by  the  County 
or  State  Boards  of  Canvassers  at  their  meetings  herein 
provided  for  shall  be  thereafter  canvassed  or  affect  the 
result  of  such  election. 
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Section  17.  Persons  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and 
before  whom  an  elector  may  mark  his  ballot  as  herein- 
above provided  shall  be :  Any  commissioned  officer  of 
the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  person  in 
charge  of  a  section,  camp  or  detachment  of  any  of  the 
auxiliary  organizations  mentioned  in  Section  1  of  this  Act, 
or  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths  by  the  laws 
of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  country  in 
which  the  elector  may  be  and  marks  his  ballot. 

Section  18.  No  mere  informality  in  the  matter  of 
carrying  out  or  executing  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall 
invalidate  the  election  or  authorize  the  rejection  of  the 
returns  thereof  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be 
liberally  construed  for  the  purposes  herein  expressed  and 
intended.  All  the  provisions  of  the  penal  law  of  the  State 
of  Montana  relating  to  crime  against  the  elective  franchise 
shall  be  deemed  to  apply  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Section  19.  All  ballots  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  canvassed  under  this  Act  shall  be  securely 
sealed  in  separate  packages  and  retained  by  him  subject 
to  the  order  of  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Section  20.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  cause  this 
Act  to  be  printed  in  suitable  form  and  a  copy  thereof  to 
be  forwarded  with  the  ballot  to  each  person  entitled  to 
vote  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Section  21.  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to 
repeal  or  amend  any  of  the  provisions  of  law  now  exist- 
ing relating  to  elections,  but  this  Act  shall  be  construed 
as  supplementary  to  all  such  laws  and  designed  to  carry 
into  effect  the  purposes  herein  expressed,  but  in  case  of 
conflict  or  apparent  conflict,  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
shall,  within  its  scope  and  purpose,  prevail. 

Section  22.  This  Act  shall  be  in  force  and  effect  from 
and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  February  22,  1918. 


m  CHAPTER  19.— H.  B.  No.  10. 

"An  Act  Authorizing  Counties  to  Incur  an  Indebtedness 
for  the  Purpose  of  Procuring  Seed  Grain  for  Needy 
Farmers,  Inhabitants  Thereof;  Providing  for  Special 
Elections  for  the  Purpose  of  Submitting  the  Question 
of  Incurring  Such  Indebtedness  to  the  Electors  of  Such 
Counties  When  the  Amount  of  Indebtedness  Necessary 
to  be  Incurred  for  Such  Purpose  Will  Exceed  the  Sum 
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of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars,  and  the  Manner  of  Calling 
and  Holding  Such  Elections ;  Providing  for  the  Issu- 
ance of  Warrants  in  Payment  for  Seed  Grain  Pur- 
chased by  Counties  for  Such  Purpose  ;  Providing  for  the 
Issuance  and  Sale  or  Exchange  of  Bonds  to  Fund  War- 
rant Indebtedness  Incurred  for  Such  Purpose;  Provid- 
ing for  the  Levying  of  Taxes  for  the  Payment  of  War- 
rants and  Bonds  and  Interest  Thereon;  Providing  for 
the  Distribution  of  Such  Seed  Grain  Among  Needy 
Farmers ;  Providing  for  Liens  Against  the  Property 
and  Crops  of  Persons  to  Whom  Seed  Grain  has  been 
Furnished,  and  for  the  Levying  of  Taxes  Against  Prop- 
erty Owned  by  Such  Persons  to  Secure  Payment  of  Such 
Liens ;  Providing  Penalties  for  Violations  of  this  Act ; 
and  Repealing  Chapter  13  Acts  of  the  14-th  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  Entitled,  "An  Act 
Authorizing  Counties  to  Issue  Bonds  or  Warrants  to 
Procure  Seed  Grain  for  Needy  Farmers  Resident 
Therein ;  Providing  for  Advertising  and  Receiving  Bids 
for  the  Purchase  of  Said  Bonds;  Providing  for  the  De- 
positing of  the  Money  Realized  from  the  Sale  of  such 
Bonds ;  Providing  for  the  Creation  of  a.  Sinking  Fund 
for  the  Purpose  of  Purchasing  Seed  Grain ;  Providing 
for  the  Distribution  of  said  Seed  Grain  Among  the 
Needy  Farmers ;  Providing  for  the  Levying  of  a  Tax 
and  Lien  Against  the  Property  of  the  Person  to  Whom 
said  Seed  Grain  has  been  Distributed,  and  for  the  Se- 
curity to  the  County  of  the  Payment  by  said  Person  of 
the  Tax  and  Lien  Against  said  Property;  Providing 
penalties  for  the  Violation  of  said  Act',  Approved 
February  16th,  1915." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  Whenever  there  has  been  a  total  or  partial 
failure  of  crops  by  reason  of  drouth,  hail  or  other  mis- 
fortune, in  any  county  of  the  State,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  such  county,  upon 
being  petitioned  so  to  do,  to  purchase  seed  grain  of  such 
kinds  as  may  be  necessary  and  to  furnish,  and  supply 
such  seed  grain  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  county,  who 
are  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  and  who  are 
financially  unable  to  procure  seed  grain  and  who  require 
such  seed  grain  in  order  to  enable  them  to  plant  and  sow 
crops  at  the  next  ensuing  planting  season.  Such  petition 
must  be  in  writing  and  signed  by  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred free-holders  residing  in  such  county,  and  must  be 


filed  with  the  county  clerk  of  such  county ;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  signature  need  not  be  appended  to  one 
paper,  but  each  signer  shall  add  to  his  signature,  his  post 
office  address,  and  the  number  of  his  voting  precinct,  and 
all  such  papers  when  bound  or  fastened  together  and 
filed  shall  constitute  and  be  considered  as  one  petition. 

Section  2.  Upon  the  filing  of  such  petition  with  the 
county  clerk  such  officer  must  forthwith  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  such 
county  to  consider  such  petition,  and  the  date  fixed  for 
such  meeting  shall  be  not  more  than  five  days  after  the 
filing  of  such  petition.  Written  notice  of  the  calling  of 
such  special  meeting  shall  be  given  each  member  of  the 
board  by  the  county  clerk  by  delivering  such  notices  per- 
sonally or  by  registered  mail ;  Provided,  however,  that  if 
any  one  member  shall  fail  to  attend  such  meeting  by  rea- 
son of  not  receiving  such  notice,  or  for  any  other  rea- 
son, the  other  two  members  of  said  board  may  hold  such 
meeting ;  and  provided,  further,  that  notice  of  such  meet- 
ing may  be  dispensed  with  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
all  of  the  members  of  such  board,  which  consent  must  be 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  such  meeting. 

Section  3.  At  such  meeting  the  board  shall  examine 
such  petition  and  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  such  investi- 
gation as  mny  be  necessary  for  the  board  to  ascertain  and 
determine  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  that  such  county 
supply  and  furnish  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  county 
with  seed  grain  in  order  to  enable  them  to  plant  and  sow 
crops  at  the  next  ensuing  planting  season,  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  board  shall  find  and  determine  from  such 
investigation  that  it  is  necessary  for  such  county  to 
do  so,  then  said  board  shall  make  an  order  granting  such 
petition,  and  shall  mike  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of 
seed  grain  of  different  kinds  which  is  required  for  such 
purpose,  and  the  amount  of  indebtedness  the  county  will 
be  required  to  incur  in  order  to  furnish  and  supply  the 
same.  The  finding  and  determination  of  the  board,  the 
order  granting  the  petition,  the  estimate  of  the  quantity 
of  seed  grain  required  and  the  amount  of  indebtedness 
necessary  to  be  incurred  for  such  purpose  shall  be  entered 
on  the  minutes  of  the  board. 

Section  4.  If  the  estimate  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners of  the  amount  of  indebtedness  which  such 
county  will  be  required  to  incur  in  order  to  supply  and 
furnish  such  seed  grain,  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and,  together  with  the  then  existing 
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indebtedness  of  such  county  does  not  exceed  the  consti- 
tutional limit  of  indebtedness,  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners shall  proceed  to  purchase  such  seed  grain  and 
to  furnish  and  supply  the  same,  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
provided,  to  applicants  therefor  who  are  inhabitants 
of  such  county  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  and 
who  are  financially  unable  to  procure  seed  grain  for  plant- 
ing and  sowing  crops  at  the  next  ensuing  planting  season ; 
provided,  however,  that  such  county  shall  not  incur  an 
indebtedness  for  such  purpose  in  excess  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  5.  If  the  estimate  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners of  the  amount  of  indebtedness  which  the  county 
will  be  required  to  incur  in  order  to  supply  and  furnish 
such  seed  grain  exceeds  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
the  board  must  forthwith  call  a  special  election  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  to  the  electors  of  such  county  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  such  county  shall  incur  an 
indebtedness  to  the  amount  of  such  estimate,  or  if  the 
amount  of  such  estimate  together  with  the  then  existing 
indebtedness  of  such  county  will  exceed  the  constitu- 
tional limit  of  indebtedness,  then  in  any  amount  less  than 
the  amount  of  such  estimate  and  which  will  not,  together 
with  the  then  existing  indebtedness  of  such  county  exceed 
the  constitutional  limit  of  indebtedness,  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  and  supplying  seed  grain  to  the  inhabitants 
of  such  county  who  are  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
farming  and  who  are  financially  unable  to  procure  seed 
grain  for  planting  and  sowing  crops  at  the  next  ensuing 
planting  season;  provider),  however,  that  such  election 
may  be  held  at  the  same  time  as  any  other  special  elention 
called  for  any  purpose. 

Section  6.  Said  special  election  shall  be  called  for  a 
day  not  less  than  fifteen  days  nor  more  than  thirty  days 
after  the  day  on  which  the  order  is  made  by  such  board 
for  the  holding  of  such  special  election,  and  the  board 
shall  give  notice  of  the  calling  of  such  election  by  issuing 
an  election  proclamation,  which  proclamation  shall  be 
published  two  successive  times  in  the  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  such  county  having  the  contract  for  publishing 
official  notices  of  such  county,  if  such  newspaper  be  pub- 
lished weekly,  but  if  it  be  published  daily,  then  eight 
successive  insertions  thereof,  and  copies  of  such  proclama- 
tion shall  be  posted  in  three  public  places  in  each  voting 
precinct  in  such  county  at  least  ten  days  before  the  day 
on  which  such  election  is  to  be  held.     Said  proclamation 
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shall  clearly  state  the  amount  of  indebtedness  to  be  in- 
curred, the  purpose  for  which  said  indebtedness  is  to  be 
incurred,  the  day  on  which  such  election  is  to  be  held,  and 
the  hours  when  the  polls  will  be  open,  and  no  other  notice 
shall  be  given  of  the  calling  or  holding  of  such  election. 

Section  7.  Said  election,  except  as  herein  otherwise 
provided,  shall  be  held  and  conducted,  and  the  returns 
thereof  made  and  canvassed  in  all  respects  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law  in  regard  to  the  submission  of 
questions  to  the  electors  of  a  county  under  the  general 
election  law. 

Section  8.  None  of  the  provisions  of  Sections  Six- 
teen and  Seventeen  of  Chapter  One  Hundred  Twenty-two, 
Acts  of  the  Fourteenth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Montana  shall  apply  to  said  election,  but  the  county 
clerk  shall  close  registration  for  such  election  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  eleventh  day  before  the  day  on 
which  said  election  is  to  be  held,  and  all  electors  whose 
names  shall  appear  on  the  registration  books  of  such 
county  at  the  time  the  same  are  closed  for  such  election 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  special  election:  Provided, 
however,  that  if  any  person  whose  name  does  not  ap- 
pear on  the  register  of  voters  for  the  precinct  in  which 
such  person  resides,  shall  request  the  judges  of  election 
for  such  precinct  to  permit  him  to  vote  at  such  election, 
such  judges  shall  enter  the  name  of  such  person  upon  the 
register  of  voters  for  such  precinct  upon  such  person  tak- 
ing the  oath,  answering  the  questions  and  complying  with 
such  other  provisions  of  Section  Seven  of  said  Chapter 
One  Hundred  Twenty-two,  Aetjs  of  the  14th  Legislative 
Assembly,  as  are  required  for  registration,  and  thereupon 
such  person  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  such  election. 
The  judges  of  election  for  each  election  precinct  are  here- 
by designated  and  appointed  Deputy  Registrars,  within 
their  respective  election  precincts,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  perform  all  of  the  duties  of  the  Regis- 
trar authorized  and  required  by  said  Chapter  One  Hun- 
dred Twenty-two,  Acts  of  the  14th  Legislative  Assembly. 
The  Judges  of  election  shall,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  manner  the  election  returns  of  such  election  are  de- 
livered or  mailed  to  the  county  clerk,  deliver  or  mail  to 
the  county  clerk  all  affidavits  and  registry  cards  made 
and  filled  out  before  them  at  such  election.  The  county 
clerk  shall  provide  such  election  judges  with  a  suitable 


number  of  blank  affidavits  and  registry  cards  for  use  in 
their  respective  precincts  during  such  election. 

Section  9.  The  ballots  for  such  special  election  shall  con- 
form as  near  as  possible  with  the  ballots  used  at  general 
elections,  and  shall  have  printed  thereon  in  fair  sized  leg- 
ible type  and  black  ink,  in  one  or  more  lines  as  required, 
the  words  "For  incurring  an  indebtedness  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  (stating  such  sum)  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing seed  grain  to  be  furnished  and  supplied  by  the  county 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  who  are  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  who  are  financially  unable 
to  procure  such  seed  grain  and  who  require  such  seed 
grain  in  order  to  enable  them  to  plant  and  sow  crops  at 
the  next  ensuing  planting  season,"  and  thereunder  in  one 
or  more  lines,  as  required,  the  words  "Against  incurring 
an  indebtedness  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  (stating  such 
sum)  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  seed  grain  to  be  fur- 
nished and  supplied  by  the  county  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  who  are  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming 
and  who  are  financially  unable  to  procure  such  seed  grain 
and  who  require  such  seed  grain  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  plant  and  sow  crops  at  the  next  ensuing  planting  sea- 
son." And  there  shall  be  before  the  word  "For"  and 
before  the  word  "Against"  each,  a  square  space  of, suffi- 
cient size  to  place  a  cross  or  X  therein. 

Section  10.  If  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  such  spe- 
cial election  are  in  favor  of  such  indebtedness  being  in- 
curred by  such  county,  then  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners shall  proceed  to  purchase  seed  grain  and  to  furnish 
and  supply  the  same,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided, 
to  applicants  therefor  who  are  inhabitants  within  such 
county  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  and  who 
are  financially  unable  to  procure  seed  grain  ;  provided, 
however,  that  no  indebtedness  shall  be  incurred  for  such 
purpose  in  excess  of  the  amount  authorized  by  such  spe- 
cial   election. 

Section  11.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  shall 
not  be  required  to  advertise  for  bids  for  the  furnishing  of 
such  seed  grain  to  the  county,  nor  to  purchase  the  total 
amount  of  seed  grain  required  from  any  one  individual, 
co-partnership,  firm,  association  or  corporation,  nor  to 
purchase  at  one  time  the  whole  amount  or  quantity  re- 
quired, but  such  seed  grain  must  be  purchased  at  the  low- 
est price  at  which  suitable  seed  grain  can  be  obtained,  and 
may  be  purchased  from  different  individuals,  co-partner- 
ships, firms,   associations  and  corporations  and   at  such 
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times  and  in  such  amounts  and  quantities  as  the  same  may 
be  required  from  time  to  time. 

Section  12.  In  payment  for  seed  grain  purchased  by 
such  county  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  warrants 
shall  be  ordered  drawn  against  a  fund  to  be  known  as 
the  "Seed  Grain  Fund",  which  said  warrants  shall  be 
registered  by  the  county  treasurer  of  such  county,  and 
shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  to  exceed  seven  per 
cent  per  annum  from  the  date  of  registration  thereof,  until 
called  for  payment  by  the  county  treasurer. 

Section  13.  Whenever  there  are  any  warrants  out- 
standing drawn  against  the  "Seed  Grain  Fund"  and 
there  is  insufficient  money  in  such  fund  to  pay  said  war- 
rants with  the  interest  thereon,  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners, whenever  such  board  deems  it  advisable  to 
do  so,  may  issue  and  sell,  or  exchange  bonds  of  said  county 
for  the  purpose  of  funding  such  outstanding  warrant  in- 
debtedness ;  provided,  however,  that  it  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary for  the  board  of  county  commissioners  to  submit  to 
the  electors  of  the  county  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
such  bonds  shall  be  issued  and  sold  or  exchanged  for  the 
purpose  of  funding  such  outstanding  warrant  indebted- 
ness. 

Section  14.  Such  bonds  shall  be  in  denominations  of 
One  Thousand  Dollars,  shall  bear  a  rate  of  interest  to  be 
fixed  by  the  board,  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent  per  an- 
num, represented  by  interest  coupons  payable  semi-an- 
nually at  such  place  and  at  such  times  as  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  board,  and  all  such  bonds  shall  become  due 
and  payable  in  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years 
from  the  date  thereof,  the  date  of  maturity  to  be  fixed 
by  the  board.  < 

Section  15.  The  board  must  prescribe  the  form  of  such 
bonds  and  each  bond  and  all  coupons  attached  thereto 
must  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  and  by  the 
county  treasurer,  and  each  bond  and  coupon  must  be 
countersigned  by  the  county  clerk,  and  each  bond  sealed 
by  him ;  provided,  a  lithographic  or  engraved  fac-simile  of 
the  signature  of  the  chairman  of  the  board,  county  treas- 
urer and  county  clerk  may  be  affixed  to  the  coupons  only 
when  so  recited  in  the  bond.  Each  bond  issued  must  be 
registered  by  the  county  treasurer  in  a  book  provided  for 
that  purpose,  which  must  show  the  number  and  amount 
of  each  bond,  and  when  and  to  whom  issued. 

Section  16.     The  board  must  provide  suitable  bonds, 
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with  coupons  attached,  to  be  printed  or  lithographed,  and 
must  pay  therefor  out  of  the  Seed  Grain  Fund. 

Section  17.  All  such  bonds  must  be  advertised  for  sale, 
sold  or  exchanged,  the*  proceeds  thereof  applied,  and  said 
bonds  and  interest  coupons  redeemed  and  paid,  and  rec- 
ord thereof  kept  in  the  manner  provided  by  Sections  2907, 
2908,  2909,  2911,  2913  and  2914  Revised  Codes,  1907. 

Section  18.  When  warrants  have  been  drawn  and 
issued  against  said  Seed  Grain  Fund,  and  such  warrant 
indebtedness  has  not  been  funded  by  the  issuance  and 
sale  or  exchange  of  bonds  as  provided  in  this  Act,  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  must,  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  other  taxes  are  levied,  levy  a  tax  upon  the 
taxable  property  in  said  county  in  addition  to  other  taxes 
sufficient  to  pay  such  outstanding  warrants  and  the  inter- 
est thereon,  provided,  however,  that  the  board  shall  not 
be  required  to  levy  during  any  one  year  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  pay  all  of  such  outstanding  warrant  indebtedness 
and  interest,  but  may  levy  such  tax  during  succeeding 
years;  provided,  further,  that  such  tax  shall  be  in  such 
amount  during  each  year  that  all  of  said  warrants  with 
the  interest  thereon  shall  be  fully  paid  within  three  years. 
Such  tax,  when  collected,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Seed  Grain 
Fund  and  shall  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than  the 
payment  of  warrants  drawn  against  such  fund  and  the  in- 
terest thereon. 

Section  19.  If  such  warrant  indebtedness  has  been 
funded  by  the  issuance  and  sale  or  exchange  of  bonds  in 
the  manner  provided  by  this  act,  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  must,  annually,  at  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner other  taxes  are  levied,  levy  a  tax  upon  the  taxable 
property  in  such  county  in  addition  to  other  taxes,  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  interest  on  all  such  bonds,  as  the  same 
becomes  due,  and  also  sufficient  to  provide  a  proportionate 
amount  of  the  total  amount  required  for  the  redemption 
of  such  bonds  as  the  same  become  due,  or  are  called  in 
for  payment,  according  to  the  conditions  thereof,  and  such 
tax  when  collected  must  be  set  apart  in  a  fund  known 
as  the  "Seed  Grain  Bond  Fund"  and  used  for  no  other 
purpose  than  the  payment  of  such  bonds  and  interest 
accruing  thereon. 

Section  20.  All  inhabitants  of  such  county  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  farming,  and  who  by  reason  of  such 
partial  or  total  failure  of  crops  or  other  misfortunes,  are 
financially  unable  to  procure  seed  grain  for  planting  and 
sowing  crops  at  the  next  ensuing  planting  season,  desiring 
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to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  act,  shall  file 
with  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such  appli- 
cant resides,  an  application  duly  sworn  to  before  said 
county  clerk,  or  some  other  officer  authorized  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  which  application  shall  contain  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  acres  the  applicant  has  plowed 
or  prepared  for  seeding;  how  many  acres  the  applicant 
intends  to  have  plowed  or  prepared  for  seeding;  how 
many  bushels  and  what  kind  of  grain  he  will  require  to 
seed  the  ground  so  prepared  or  to  be  prepared  as  afore- 
said ;  how  many  bushels  of  grain  the  applicant  harvested 
the  preceding  season;  the  amount  and  kind  of  seed  grain 
in  his  possession ;  that  said  applicant  has  not  procured 
and  is  financially  unable  to  procure  the  necessary  seed 
grain  for  the  next  ensuing  planting  season;  that  he  desires 
the  same  for  seed  and  for  no  other  purpose,  and  that  he 
will  not  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
but  will  use  the  same  and  the  whole  thereof  in  seeding 
the  land  so  prepared,  or  to  be  prepared  for  crop,  at  the 
next  ensuing  planting  season.  Said  application  shall  also 
contain  a  true  and  full  description  of  all  real  and  per- 
sonal property  owned  by  the  applicant,  if  any.  and  the 
incumbrances  thereon ;  and  a  true  description  by  govern- 
ment sub-divisions  of  the  land  upon  which  the  seed  grain 
is  to  be  sown ;  if  the  applicant  is  a  homesteader,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  land  embraced  in  his  homestead  entry  and  the 
date  of  the  filing  of  his  homestead  application ;  and  if 
the  applicant  is  a  renter  or  tenant,  the  name  and  post 
office  address  of  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  the  seed 
grain  is  to  be  sown.  All  applications  shall  be  consecutive- 
ly numbered  and  shall  be  open  to  public  inspection,  and 
no  application  shall  be  considered  by  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  unless  made  out  and  filed  as  prescribed  in 
this  section.  If  the  applicant  is  a  renter  or  tenant,  the 
owner  of  the  land  shall  also  sign  the  application,  unless 
the  same  be  waived  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners, 
which  waiver  must  be  endorsed  on  the  application  and 
signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  board. 

Section  21.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  shall 
constitute  a  board  of  examination  and  adjustment  and 
shall  examine  and  adjust  and  approve  or  disapprove  all 
applications  filed  for  seed  grain  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  Said  board  shall  meet  at  such  time  or  times  as 
the  board  may  deem  necessary  at  the  regular  meeting 
place  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  examine 
and  consider  separately  each  and  every  application  filed 
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and  determine  who  are  entitled  to  receive  seed  grain  from 
such  county,  and  the  amount  to  which  each  applicant  is 
entitled ;  provided,  however,  that  no  one  applicant  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  One  Hundred  Fifty  Bush- 
els of  seed  wheat,  or  the  equivalent  thereof  in  value  of 
other  kinds  of  seed  grain.  On  each  application  shall  be 
endorsed  the  approval,  or  disapproval  of  the  board,  and 
if  approved,  the  quantity  and  kinds  of  seed  grain  for 
which  the  same  is  approved,  which  endorsement  shall  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  board,  and  all  applica- 
tions shall,  immediately  after  being  acted  upon  by  the 
board,  be  delivered  to  the  county  clerk. 

Section  22.  The  county  clerk  shall,  as  soon  as  said 
board  has  delivered  the  applications  to  him,  upon  demand 
of  each  applicant  whose  application  has  been  approved 
by  said  board,  issue  to  such  applicant  an  order  for  the 
number  of  bushels  of  each  kind  of  seed  grain  which  has 
been  allowed  to  said  applicant,  unless  otherwise  directed 
by  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  or  chairman  there- 
of ;  provided,  however,  that  said  order  must  not  be  deliv- 
ered until  the  applicant  shall  have  signed  a  contract  in 
duplicate,  which  contract  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  a  promissory  note,  acknowledged  in  the  same 
manner  as  deeds  are  acknowledged,  to  the  effect  that  such 

applicant  for  and  in  consideration  of... .......bushels  of 

seed  grain  received  from County,  promises 

to  pay  to  said  county dollars,  the  amount  of 

the  cost  of  said  seed  grain,  together  with  interest  thereon 
from  the  date  of  said  contract  until  said  amount  is  paid 
at  the  rate  of  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent  per  annum ; 
that  the  same  shall  be  a  lien  upon  all  property,  both  real 
and  personal,  owned  by  such  applicant,  if  he  be  the  owner 
of  any  real  property,  which  property  must  be  particularly 
described  therein,  and  shall  also  be  a  lien  upon  all  crops 
grown  from  said  seed  grain ;  that  the  amount  thereof  shall 
become  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  October  fol- 
lowing the  harvesting  of  the  crop  grown  from  said  seed 
grain ;  provided,  however,  that  the  amount  due  may  be 
paid  at  any  time  prior  to  said  date,  and  that  if  not  paid 
by  the  twentieth  day  of  October  following  the  harvesting 
of  the  crop  grown  from  said  seed  grain  if  the  applicant 
is  the  owner  of  property,  either  real  or  personal,  the 
amount  thereof  shall  be  levied  as  a  tax  against  such  prop- 
erty and  collected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  taxes  are  collected;  provided,  further, 
that  if  the  applicant  is  a  renter  or  tenant,  unless  the  same 
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be  waived  by  an  order  of  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers endorsed  on  said  contract,  said  contract  shall  provide 
that  the  amount  specified  therein,  with  interest  thereon, 
shall  be  and  constitute  a  lien  against  the  land  upon 
which  said  seed  grain  is  sown,  which  land  shall  be  de- 
scribed therein,  and  such  contract  shall  also  be  signed 
by  the  owner  of  such  land. 

Section  23.  One  of  the  contracts  provided  for  by  Sec- 
tion twenty-two  shall  be  delivered  to  the  county  treasurer, 
who  shall  file  the  same  in  his  office  without  charge,  and 
the  other  thereof  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county 
recorder,  and  upon  the  filing  of  such  contract  in  the  office 
of  the  county  recorder  without  charge,  the  county  shall 
have  and  acquire  a  just  and  valid  lien  apon  all  of  the 
real  and  personal  property  owned  by  the  applicant,  and 
upon  all  crops  grown  from  such  seed  grain,  and  upon  the 
land  upon  which  seed  grain  is  to  be  sown  if  the  owner 
of  such  land  has  signed  such  contract,  to  the  amount  due 
the  county  upon  such  contract,  which  lien  shall  be  prior 
to  all  liens  and  incumbrances  against  or  upon  said  prop- 
erty except  liens  and  incumbrances  filed  or  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  county  recorder  of  such  county  prior  to 
the  filing  of  such  contract,  and  except  liens  of  thresher- 
men  for  threshing,  and  liens  of  laborers  for  planting  and 
harvesting  the  crop  grown  from  such  seed  grain,  and  the 
filing  of  such  contract  shall  be  full  and  sufficient  notice 
to  all  persons  of  the  existence  and  extent  of  said  lien  upon 
said  crops  and  property,  and  such  lien  shall  continue  in 
force  until  the  amount  specified  in  such  contract,  with 
the  interest  thereon  shall  be  fully  paid;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  such  seed  grain  lien  shall  not  apply  to,  or  be 
prior  to,  or  superior  to  renewals  of  mortgages,  which 
mortgages  are  prior  liens  at  the  time  such  seed  grain  lien 
attaches. 

Section  24.  If  the  person  receiving  such  seed  grain  is 
a  renter  or  tenant,  and  is  not  the  owner  of  any  property 
subject  to  taxation,  and  the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which 
such  seed  grain  was  sown  has  not  signed  such  contract, 
and  the  amount  due  on  such  contract  is  not  paid  to  the 
county  treasurer  by  January  first  of  the  year  following 
the  year  in  which  the  crops  grown  from  said  seed  grain 
are  harvested,  the  county  treasurer  shall  if  ordered  to  do 
so  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  after  the  said 
first  day  of  January,  deliver  to  the  sheriff  of  such  county 
a  full,  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  contract  of  such  per- 
son, and  such  sheriff  must  immediately  demand  from  the 
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person  or  persons  signing  such  contract,  payment  of  the 
amount  due  thereon,  and  if  the  same  is  not  paid  to  the 
sheriff  upon  such  demand  being  made,  the  sheriff  must 
forthwith  seize  and  sell,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law, 
for  sale  of  personal  property  under  execution,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  grain  or  other  property  belonging  to  such  per- 
son to  pay  the  amount  due  on  such  contract  together  with 
interest  and  costs  and  expenses  of  seizure  and  sale. 

Section  25.  If  the  amount  specified  in  said  contract 
with  the  interest  thereon  is  not  paid  by  the  twentieth  day 
of  October  of  the  year  in  which  the  crop  grown  from  said 
seed  grain  is  harvested,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
treasurer  of  such  county  to  enter  the  amount  of  such  in- 
debtedness upon  the  tax  rolls  of  such  county  for  that  year 
as  a  tax  upon  all  property,  real  and  personal,  which  is 
described  in  said  contract  as  being  subject  to  the  lien 
thereof,  which  tax  shall  be  collected  at  the  time  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  collected,  and  if  such 
tax  becomes  delinquent  said  property  shall  be  sold  for  de- 
linquent taxes  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner 
that  property  is  sold  for  delinquent  taxes. 

Section  26.  "Whenever  the  amount  due  on  any  such 
contract  is  paid  to  the  county  treasurer,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  county  treasurer  to  indorse  on  the  contract 
on  file  in  his  office,  the  amount  paid  thereon  with  the  date 
of  payment,  and  to  make  the  same  indorsement  on  the  con- 
tract filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  and  such  in- 
dorsement shall  be  a  satisfaction  and  release  of  the  lien 
created  thereby. 

Section  27.  Each  and  every  person  who  has  received 
seed  grain  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall,  as  soon 
as  his  crops  grown  therefrom  are  harvested  and  threshed, 
market  and  sell  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  grain  grown 
from  such  seed  grain  to  pay  the  amount  then  due  on  his 
contract  and  pay  the  amount  received  therefrom  to  the 
county  treasurer  of  such  county. 

Section  28.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  sell,  transfer,  take  or  carry 
away,  or  in  any  manner  dispose  of  the  seed  grain,  or  any 
part  thereof,  furnished  by  the  county  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act.  or  shall  use  or  dispose  of  said  seed  grain,  or 
any  part  thereof,  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
planting  or  sowing  the  same  as  stated  in  the  application 
on  which  the  same  was  furnished  by  the  county,  or  shall 
sell,  transfer,  take  or  carry  away,  or  in  any  manner  dis- 
pose of  the  crop,  or  any  portion  thereof,  grown  from  such 
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seed  grain,  except  as  provided  in  Section  twenty-seven  of 
this  Act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  One  Hun- 
dred Dollars,  nor  more  than  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  or  may 
be  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  for  a  term  of  not  more 
than  six  months,  or  may  be  both  so  fined  and  imprisoned, 
and  whoever  under  any  of  the  provisions  herein  shall  be 
guilty  of  false  swearing  shall  be  deemed  to  have  committed 
perjury  and  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  suffer  the  pen- 
alties of  that  crime.  Upon  the  filing  of  said  contract  in 
the  office  of  the  County  Recorder,  and  the  planting  and 
sowing  of  said  seed  grain,  the  title  and  right  of  posses- 
sion to  the  growing  crop  and  the  grain  grown  from  such 
seed  grain  shall  be  in  the  county  until  the  amount  specified 
in  such  contract,  with  the  interest  thereon,  shall  be  fully 
paid,  and  any  seizure  thereof  or  interference  therewith, 
except  by  the  applicant  and  those  in  his  employ  for  the 
purpose  of  harvesting,  threshing  and  marketing  and  sell- 
ing the  same  to  pay  the  amount  due  on  such  contract, 
shall  be  deemed  a  conversion  thereof,  and  the  county  may 
recover  treble  damages  against  the  person  or  persons  so 
converting  the  same. 

Section  29.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  members  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  constables,  sheriffs, 
and  county  attorneys  of  the  several  counties  furnishing 
seed  grain  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  having  any 
knowledge  of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  make  complaint  thereof  to  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  said  justice  shall  thereupon  issue  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  the  offender,  and  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
the  matter  or  to  bind  the  offender  over  to  appear  before 
the  district  court  as  the  case  may  be. 

Section  30.  If  the  sheriff  shall  be  informed  Jby  any 
county  or  township  officer,  or  shall  have  reason  to  believe 
that  any  person  who  has  received  seed  grain  from  the 
county  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  about  to  remove 
from  such  county,  or  is  about  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
grain  grown  from  such  seed  grain  with  the  intention  of 
defrauding  the  county  out  of  the  amount  due  on  such 
contract,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  immediately  seize  and  sell, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  personal 
property  under  execution,  a  sufficient  amount  of  such 
grain  to  pay  the  amount  due  on  such  contract,  together 
with  the  costs  and  expenses  of  such  seizure  and  sale. 

Section  31.  If  more  seed  grain  is  applied  for  than  can 
be  supplied  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  under 
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the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  pro  rata  distribution  shall  be 
made  among  those  who  shall  be  found  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fits of  this  act.  The  board  shall  have  the  right  to  refuse 
and  disapprove  any  application  which  it  may  deem  im- 
proper to  grant,  and  may  revise  its  adjustment  of  appli- 
cations at  any  time  before  final  distribution. 

Section  32.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
providing  seed  grain  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to 
furnish  the  same  to  the  applicants  at  the  actual  cost  there- 
of to  the  county,  with  transportation  and  handling  charges 
added,  if  any  there  be,  and  any  person  requiring  or  ex- 
torting from  any  applicant  a  greater  price  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Section  33.  All  money  received  by  the  county  treas- 
urer in  payment  for  seed  grain  furnished  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  and  in  payment  of  interest  thereon,  shall, 
if  the  warrant  indebtedness  incurred  by  the  county  in  the 
purchase  of  such  seed  grain  has  not  been  funded  by  the 
issuance  and  sale  or  exchange  of  bonds,  be  paid  into 
and  become  a  part  of  the  ' '  Seed  Grain  Fund, ' '  but  if  such 
warrant  indebtedness  has  been  funded  by  the  issuance  and 
sale  or  exchange  of  bonds,  then  such  money  shall  be  paid 
into  the  "Seed  Grain  Bond  Fund." 

Section  34.  In  case  the  amount  of  money  received  by 
the  county  treasurer  in  any  one  year  in  payment  for  seed 
grain  furnished  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
sufficient  to  pay  all  outstanding  warrants  and  interest 
thereon,  if  such  warrant  indebtedness  has  not  been  funded 
by  the  issuance  and  sale  or  exchange  of  bonds,  or  shall 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  and  place  in  the  bond 
fund  a  proportionate  amount  of  the  total  amount  required 
for  the  payment  and  redemption  of  the  bonds,  if  such  war- 
rant indebtedness  has  been  funded  by  the  issuance  and 
sale  or  exchange  of  bonds,  then  no  tax  shall  be  levied 
for  such  purpose  in  that  year,  and  in  no  year  shall  there 
be  a  greater  tax  levied  than  will,  together  with  the  bal- 
ance then  on  hand  in  the  county  treasury,  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  all  warrants  or  bonds 
then  outstanding. 

Section  35.  If  such  warrant  indebtedness  shall  be 
funded  by  the  issuance  and  sale  or  exchange  of  bonds,  and 
there  shall  at  any  time  be  insufficient  money  in  the  "Seed 
Gmin  Bond  Fund"  with  which  to  pay  any  interest  on  such 
bonds  when  the  same  becomes  due,  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  may  order  that  sufficient  money  for  such 
purpose    be    transferred    from   the    general    fund    of   the 
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county  to  the  "Seed  Grain  Bond  Fund,"  but  such  amount 
so  ordered  transferred  shall,  whenever  there  is  thereafter 
sufficient  money  in  the  "Seed  Grain  Bond  Fund,"  be,  by 
order  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  re-transferred 
to  the  general  fund. 

Section  36.  Any  balance  remaining  in  the  "Seed  Grain 
Fund"  of  any  county,  after  the  necessity  for  aiding  needy 
farmers  shall  have  passed,  and  all  warrants  and  bonds 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have  been 
paid  and  retired,  shall  be,  by  the  county  commissioners, 
transferred  to  the  General  Fund  of  such  county. 

Section  37.  This  Act,  and  all  of  its  provisions  shall  be 
liberally  construed  so  as  to  effectuate  its  purpose,  and  a 
failure  to  give  any  of  the  notices  herein  provided  for,  or 
to  perform  any  of  the  acts  herein  required,  within  the 
exact  time  prescribed  shall  not  invalidate  any  election  held 
hereunder,  or  any  warrants  or  bonds  issued,  provided 
there  has  been  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  except  as  to  time. 

Section  38.  Chapter  Thirteen,  Acts  of  the  14th  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  entitled  "An 
Act  authorizing  counties  to  issue  bonds  .or  warrants  to 
procure  seed  grain  for  needy  farmers  resident  therein; 
providing  for  advertising  and  receiving  bids  for  the  pur- 
chase of  said  bonds;  providing  for  the  depositing  of  the 
money  realized  from  the  sale  of  such  bonds;  providing 
for  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing seed  grain;  providing  for  the  distribution  of  said 
seed  grain  among  the  needy  farmers;  providing  for  the 
levying  of  a  tax  and  lien  against  the  property  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  said  grain  has  been  distributed,  and  for  the 
security  to  the  county  of  the  payment  by  said  person  of 
the  tax  and  lien  against  said  property;  providing  penal- 
ties for  the  violation  of  said  acV  approved  February 
16th,  1915,  and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  renealed. 

Section  39.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  Feb.  23rd,  1918. 


CHAPTER  20.— H.  B.  No.  26. 

'An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Government 
of  the  State  of  Montana  for  the  Year  1918,  Levying  a 
Tax  in  Excess  of  the  Constitutional  Limit." 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana ; 

Section  1.  Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  declared  that  a  state  of  war  exists  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Imperial  German  Government  in  conse- 
quence whereof  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  state  gov- 
ernment have  been  increased  beyond  the  estimates  and 
appropriations  have  been  made  exceeding  the  total  tax, 
therefore  by  virtue  of  the  authority  granted  by  Article 
12,  Section  12  of  the  Constitution  there  is  hereby  levied 
for  State  purposes  more  specifically  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  extraordinary  session 
of  the  Fifteenth  Legislative  Assembly,  upon  all  property 
in  the  State  liable  to  taxation,  an  ad  valorem  tax  of  one 
eighth  (1-8)  of  a  mill  upon  each  dollar  of  valuation  of 
such  property,  for  the  year  1918,  which  levy  shall  be  in 
addition  to  the  levy  heretofore  made  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining   the    state    government. 

Section  2.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  Feb.  25,  1918. 


CHAPTER  21.— H.  B.  No.  18. 

An  Act  Appropriating  the  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Thou- 
sand Dollars  to  be  Expended  by  the  Montana  Council 
of  Defense  in  Aiding  and  Assisting  the  United  States 
in  the  Carrying  on  and  Prosecuting  of  the  War  now 
Existing  Between  the  United  States  and  the  German 
and  Austrian  Empires ;  Designating  the  Purposes  for 
which  Such  Appropriation  may  be  Expended  by  the 
Montana  Council  of  Defense ;  Authorizing  the  State 
Board  of  Examiners  to  Issue  Bonds  or  Warrants  in 
Excess  of  the  Constitutional  Limit  of  Indebtedness  and 
to  Levy  a  Tax  upon  all  Property  in  the  State  Subject 
to  Taxation  for  the  Purpose  of  Paying  the  Indebtedness 
so  Incurred,  and  the  Payment  of  the  Interest  thereon; 
Authorizing  the  Montana  Council  of  Defense  to  Make 
and  Adopt  Rules  and  Regulations  Governing  the  Expen- 
diture of  Such  Money  and  to  Enter  into  Any  and  All 
Contracts  Which  the  Montana  Council  of  Defense  may 
Deem  Necessary  and  Proper  in  Connection  with  the 
Expenditure  Thereof;  and  Authorizing  the  State  Board 
of  Examiners  to  Make  Temporary  Loans  for  Such  Sum 
or  Sums  as  May  be  Necessary  to  Meet  Such  Appropria- 


-59- 


tion  When  There  is  Insufficient  Unappropriated  Money 
in  the  State  Treasury  in  the  War  Defense  Fund  for 
Such  Purpose." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana: 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  State  of 
Montana  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  borrow 
any  sum  of  money  in  an  amount  not  exceeding  Five  Hun- 
dred Thousand  Dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  State  of 
Montana,  and  there  is  hereby  appropriated  Five  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary out  of  the  receipts  of  any  such  loan  or  loans  so  made, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
and  assisting  the  United  States  in  carrying  on  and  prose- 
cuting the  war  and  fcr  repelling  invasion  and  suppressing 
insurrection. 

Section  2.  The  money  hereby  appropriated  may  be 
expended  by  the  Montana  Council  of  Defense,  with  the 
approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners,  by  loan,  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging,  aiding  and  assisting  those 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  procuring  seed,  in 
planting,  sowing,  raising  and  harvesting  crops,  and  in  pro- 
curing labor  and  assistance  necessary  for  such  purposes, 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging,  aiding  and  assisting 
farmers  and  stock  growers  in  procuring  live  stock  and 
feed  for  the  same,  and  in  raising  livestock,  and  in  pro- 
curing labor  and  assistance  necessary  for  such  purposes, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  and  aiding  and  assist- 
ing in  the  transportation  and  marketing  of  crops  and  live 
stock,  to  the  end  that  the  food  supplies  of  the  nation  may 
be  sufficient  and  adequate  for  the  support  of  its  armies, 
and  for  all  other  purposes  public  exigencies  may  require 
for  the  support,  aid  and  assistance  of  the  United^  States 
in  carrying  on  and  prosecution  of  such  war. 

Section  3.  Any  person  making  application  for  a  loan 
under  the  provisions  of  this  law  shall  make  such  applica- 
tion in  writing,  and  shall  designate  in  such  application 
the  purpose,  or  purposes,  for  which  the  money  to  be 
secured  is  to  be  used.  He  shall  also  furnish  to  the  Mon- 
tana Council  of  Defense  satisfactory  proof  of  the  neces- 
sity for  such  loan,  and  if  the  same  be  for  seed  grain,  that 
he  has  land  available  and  in  a  proper  state  of  cultivation, 
and  has  the  ability  to  plant  and  properly  cultivate  the 
same  if  such  seed  be  obtained. 

Section  4.  Any  person  who  shall  make  application  for, 
and  secure  a  loan  under  the  provisions  of  this  law.  and 
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shall  thereafter  divert  the  moneys  received  under  such 
loan  to  any  purpose  not  designated  in  his  application 
therefor,  or  who  shall,  after  the  purchasing  of  seed,  live 
stock  or  other  property,  under  the  provisions  of  this  law, 
sell,  transfer,  take  or  carry  away,  or  in  any  manner  dis- 
pose of  the  same  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  without  apply- 
ing the  same  to  the  uses  and  purposes  intended,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison  for  a  term 
not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  five  years,  or  by 
a  fine  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  nor  more  than 
five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Section  5.  No  moneys  belonging  to  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana, or  in  any  of  the  trust  funds  belonging  to  the  State 
of  Montana,  shall  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  the  bonds 
or  warrants  herein  provided  for. 

Section  6.  The  Montana  Council  of  Defense  shall  adopt 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
governing  the  loaning  and  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
hereby  appropriated  and  may  make  and  enter  into  any 
and  all  contracts  in  connection  with  loans  of  such  money 
and  may  require  the  execution  of  all  such  notes,  liens  and 
mortgages  to  secure  repayment  of  loans  as  such  council 
may  deem  necessary  and  proper;  Provided,  however,  that 
all  such  contracts,  notes,  liens  and  mortgages  shall  be 
made  payable  to  the  State  of  Montana,  and  shall,  after 
being  recorded  in  the  proper  county  of  the  State,  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

Section  7.  The  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  State  of 
Montana  is  hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  issue 
bonds  or  warrants  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  Five  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars  at  an  interest  bearing  rate  not  to  exceed 
6  per  cent  per  annum  and  upon  such  other  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  such  board  may  deem  wise,  proper  and  neces- 
sary to  obtain  funds  sufficient  to  meet  any  loans  or  expen- 
ditures made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  Provided, 
however,  that  the  life  of  any  such  bonds  issued  shall  not 
be  greater  than  five  years  and  may  be  redeemed  at  any 
interest  paying  period  or  within  thirty  days  thereafter. 

There  is  hereby  levied  upon  all  property  in  the  State 
liable  to  taxation,  for  the  year  1918,  an  ad  valorem  tax 
of  one-eighth  (1-8)  mill  on  each  dollar  of  the  value  of  all 
such  property  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  on 
and  to  constitute  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of 
bonds  or  warrants  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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Section  8.  Any  debt  created  under  Section  7  of  this 
Act  shall  be  binding  on  the  State  of  Montana  and  for  the 
payment  thereof,  with  interest  thereon,  the  faith  of  the 
State  is  irrevocably  pledged. 

Section  9.  The  money  appropriated  by  this  Act  shall 
be  by  the  State  Treasurer,  credited  to  a  fund  to  be  known 
and  designated  as  "The  War  Defense  Fund"  and  shall 
be  paid  out  of  said  fund  by  the  State  Treasurer  on  war- 
rants issued  by  the  State  Auditor  on  orders  drawn  by  the 
Montana  Council  of  Defense,  and  approved  by  the  State 
Board  of  Examiners.  All  moneys  becoming  due  to  the 
State  of  Montana  on  contracts,  liens,  notes  and  mortgages, 
given  to  the  State  of  Montana  to  secure  payment  of 
moneys  lonned  or  advanced  by  the  Montana  Council  of 
Defense  shall  be  paid  to  the  State  Treasurer,  and  shall  be 
by  such  State  Treasurer  placed  to  the  credit  of  "The 
War  Defense  Fund"  and  upon  full  payment  of  any  such 
contract,  note,  lien  or  mortgage,  the  State  Treasurer  shall 
make  and  execute  a  proper  release  which  shall,  after 
being  recorded  in  the  proper  county  of  the  State,  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  by  the  State 
Treasurer  attached  to  the  original  contract,  note,  lien  or 
mortgage  which  is  to  be  released  thereby. 

Section  10.  No  fee  of  any  kind  shall  be  charged  by 
any  county  or  state  officer  for  the  recording  or  filing  of 
any  such  contract,  note,  lien  or  mortgage,  or  for  the  re- 
cording or  filing  of  any  release  thereof. 

Section  11.  None  of  the  powers  or  authority  granted 
by  this  Act  to  the  Montana  Council  of  Defense  shall  be 
exercised  by  said  Council  of  Defense  until  each  of  the 
members  thereof  shall  have  given  to  the  State  of  Montana 
a  bond  in  the  sum  of  Twenty  Thousands  Dollars 
($20,000.00),  which  said  bonds  shall  be  conditioned  as 
provided  in  Section  384,  Revised  Codes  of  1907,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  and  filed  and  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  all  such  bonds  shall 
be  subject  to  all  of  the  provisions  of  Article  9  of  Chapter 
8  of  Title  1  of  Part  3  of  the  Political  Code  of  the  Revised 
Codes  of  Montana  of  1907  applicable  to  bonds  of  State 
Officers;  provided,  however,  that  any  and  all  premiums 
required  to  be  paid  for  any  of  such  bonds  may  be  paid 
out  of  the  money  appropriated  by  this  Act. 

Section  12.  The  Montana  Council  of  Defense  shall 
keep  full,  true  and  correct  accounts  showing  all  expen- 
ditures made  by  such  council  of  the  money  hereby  appro- 
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priated,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Examiner 
to  examine  such  accounts. 

Section  13.  The  Montana  Council  of  Defense  shall 
make  a  full,  true  and  correct  report  to  the  next  regular 
session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  all  money  expended 
by  such  council,  which  report  shall  show  in  detail  the 
amounts  expended  and  the  purpose  for  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  same  has  been  expended. 

Section  14.  This  Act  and  all  of  its  provisions  is  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  the  United  States 
in  carrying  on  and  prosecuting  the  war  now  existing 
between  the  United  States  and  the  German  and  Austrian 
Empires  and  all  other  enemies  and  to  repel  invasion  and 
suppress  insurrection,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  and  upon 
the  termination  of  such  war  the  power  and  authority 
granted  by  this  act  to  the  Montana  Council  of  Defense 
to  expend  the  money  hereby  appropriated  shall  immedi- 
ately cease  and  terminate,  and  the  Montana  Council  of 
Defense  shall  immediately  proceed  to  close  and  wind  up 
its  affairs  and  file  with  the  Governor  a  full,  true  and  cor- 
rect report  of  all  of  its  acts. 

Section  15.  This  Act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved  Feby.  26th,  1918. 


